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President’s Message                                            

Andy Ludlum-K6AGL     

     

I see a lot of ham radio clubs facing the same challenge.  What do 

they need to do to attract new, younger members?   

One important role clubs can play is to provide guidance for newly 

licensed hams.  Many of these hams may have earned their     

Technician’s license after taking an abbreviated licensing course.  

I’m not saying that’s a bad thing, but I’m afraid many of these 

hams end up never doing anything with their licenses because 

they’ve never had much exposure to the many facets of ham radio. 

I’m happy to say CVARC is doing something to help close the 

knowledge gap.   Look for Education Chair Norm Campbell-AB6ET 

and his team to do some classes this year on the basic operating 

skills needed by the new ham.  If there’s sufficient interest, he’ll 

also consider doing a CW class. 

Teaching CW and other “hands on” activities like kit-building are 

proven methods to get more young people involved with amateur 

radio and radio clubs.   

     (Continued on Page 2) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Club Meeting and Pre-Meeting Dinner Information 

The next regular club meeting is Thursday, March 16, 2017 (always the third Thursday) at the East County Sheriff’s   

Station Community Room on Olsen Road at 7:30 pm. Talk-in coordination is on the Bozo repeater, 147.885 (- 127.3).   

Guest Speaker:  Roger Berchtold, WB6HMW, President of the Amateur Television Network, Southern California      
Chapter, will introduce us to ATV, including analog and digital transmissions and ATV repeaters.  He’ll talk about the 
basic equipment needed to get on the air and we’ll even get a chance to see our pictures on ATV! 
 
Raffle: The Grand Prize is an RF Coax Adapter Kit. 
  
Pre-Meeting Dinner:  Join fellow club members and our guest speaker for a pre-meeting dinner, at 5 p.m., at    
Stonefire Grill,  3635 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd., Thousand Oaks. 
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President’s Message - Continued 
 
 
 
CVARC has a long history of project-building.  The Projects Committee (Eric Peterson-WB6PYK, Adrian Jarrett-K6KY, 

Dean Nedelman-K6DIN, David Arata-KA9WMI and Andy Ludlum-K6AGL) has come up with a list of seven potential    

projects for this year.  Hopefully we can do two or three: 

Tri-band J-pole 

Simple halo antenna for the 2m band 

Loop antenna 

Field strength meter 

Shortwave regenerative receiver 

Low power, 40m single side band transceiver 

APRS tracker 

You can show your interest in these projects by voting in our online survey, https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/

TY5YQX6.  We’ve had 24 responses so far and we’re beginning to see some favorites emerging.  I’d like to get some 

more responses from members, so we’ll keep this survey active for another month.  Once we know your interest, we’ll 

do the final planning for the winning projects.  

And speaking of new hams, the ARRL is seeking your opinions regarding a possible new, entry-level license.  The result 

could mean changes to the Technician license or an additional, simpler license that would give newcomers a taste of 

ham radio from HF to VHF and UHF. There’s an online member survey, http://www.arrl.org/license-1.  ARRL is looking 

for your response by April 7, 2017. 

 
73, 
 
Andy 
K6AGL  

 

  

 Reminders: 
  

 • CVARC Board of Directors meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month, at 7:30 pm, 

    at the Westlake Village City Hall.  All members are welcome. 

  

 • If you haven’t already, please take some CVARC business cards to give to anyone interested in    

    learning  more about ham radio. You can get them at the club meetings from Zak-N6PK.  They are   

    especially good to have on hand when working portable. 

 

 • If you have general questions or concerns, you can always contact CVARC’s Members at Large,    

    Adrian–G4FRZ at G4FRZ@hotmail.com, Charley-KG6CLT at crpember@aol.com or Mark-KK6IKX at  

    mahorner@sbcglobal.net.   Technical questions should go to Eric-WB6PYK at WB6PYK@arrl.net. 

Save the Date: 

April 15th 

Mini-Field Day and Picnic 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TY5YQX6
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TY5YQX6
http://www.arrl.org/license-1
mailto:WD6EVT@arrl.net
mailto:WD6EVT@arrl.net
mailto:WD6EVT@arrl.net
mailto:WD6EVT@arrl.net
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February Meeting Summary 
 

 
The Pre-Meeting Dinner was at Don Cuco in Moorpark.  More than a dozen attended. 
 
President Andy-K6AGL began the meeting at 7:30 with the Pledge of Allegiance, welcomed a few first time attendees 
and acknowledged the recent license class upgrades.  Thanks given to Eric-WB6PYK for bringing the coffee and to Rob-
W6RH for bringing the cookies.  Andy noted that Bob Heil’s presentation (Via Skype) originally scheduled for this 
meeting needed to be rescheduled, and will be in June.   

 
For information on the status of the Amateur Radio Parity Act and the use 
of handheld devices while operating mobile, see the February newsletter.   
 
CVARC classes for Technician and General will begin on March 4 for five 
consecution Saturdays.  General classes will be held in the morning, from 
9:00 to 1:00 , and the Technician classes will be in the afternoon, from 
1:00 to 5:00, leading up to the April 9 VE test session. 
 
Projects are currently being considered.  A survey to gauge interest in the 
various projects will be forthcoming (and is now available; See Andy’s 
message on Page 1.) 
 
Stu-KK6VYS noted the newsletter’s newer feature, The Ham Cam, which 
is an opportunity for club members to show off their vintage or otherwise 
interesting gear.  Photos and a few sentences about the items should be 
sent to Stu at sforman66@icloud.com. 
 
Rob-W6RH advised that the EOC had been activated for possible weather 
issues, and he suggested that everyone charge their batteries and have 
their gear ready to go. 

 
Jaap De Goede-KK6LMJ did a presentation on JT65-HF.  With JT65-HF it is possible to work the world on HF with low 
power and a simple antenna.  It is not limited to Extra and General Class hams.  Technicians can use JT65-HF (and other 
digital modulation) on 10 meters.  Jaap provided background, frequencies and software used, computer and radio    
requirements, and then did a live demonstration.  TIPS:  If the software isn’t decoding, your computer likely does not 
have the correct time, and must be corrected to Network Time Protocol (NTP).  There is no need to use more than 5-15 
watts.  Turn off your radio’s Automatic Level Control so you don’t interfere with other transmissions.  See the February 
and March, 2016 Newsletters for information on installing the WSJT-X software and note that with version 1.7 and 
higher, there is no reason to install KVASD...  Jaap’s presentation material will soon be uploaded to the CVARC website. 
 

 For Sale: 
  

  •  20M, 4 element beam, 26' boom  Hy-Gain 204BA, with BN86 balun  - $175 
           Alpha Delta DX-CC 10-80M parallel dipole, 82' long  - $80 
 

                      Contact Roger-WD6EVT at  (805) 338-5605 or  WD6EVT@arrl.net 
    

  • Ammo cans available for purchase for $9.00 each. 
 

        Contact Eric-WB6PYK at WB6PYK@arrl.net  

mailto:sforman66@icloud.com
mailto:WD6EVT@arrl.net
mailto:WD6EVT@arrl.net
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Amateur Radio Station at SCaLE (So Cal Linux Expo) 
 
       - Stu Sheldon-AG6AG 
 
Several Amateur Radio Operators setup and operated an HF station at the Pasadena Convention Center for a 3-day 
stretch at the premier Open Source Software event in the US. The event included a booth on the expo floor        
demonstrating Mesh Networking, as well as a VE testing session for new and upgrading operators. This was the second 
year that SCaLE invited this group of Amateur Radio Operators to show the latest (and not so latest) technologies used 
to communicate with other Amateur Operators around the world. I was lucky enough to be invited to participate in the 
HF station this year by Vern (W6NCT) as an operator and also to man the information table next to the station. 
 

Who Comes To An Open Source Conference? 
 
That’s a great question! If you think it’s a bunch of programmers that spend all their waking hours locked away in dark 
rooms, typing endlessly on keyboards, eating junk food and downing highly caffeinated beverages, you would only be 
partially right. The far greater majority of attendees are programmers, engineers and technologists that make their 
living using or creating open source software. There are also many computer hobbyist and even some younger folks 
that have a love of technology. In other words, A PERFECT AUDIENCE TO INTRODUCE TO AMATEUR RADIO!  
 

 
 

Are you all doing Ham Radio? 
 
Boy did I hear that question a lot! It seems that all of our signage said ‘Amateur Radio’ but many of the folks only knew 
it as ‘Ham Radio’. Some of the younger folks had never even heard of ‘Ham Radio’ let alone by it’s official name.     
However, once we started talking to folks they quickly got the grasp of what we were all about. And, since these were 
highly technical people we were talking to, they quickly grasped the concepts of the hobby. 
 
It was fun to talk to people that you could ratchet the science pieces up a bit for. And to my surprise, many of the   
people that I talked to were interested in how they could take the test and get their license. All and all it really seemed 
like the outreach we were doing was working!      
          (Continued on Page 5) 
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Amateur Radio Station at SCaLE (So Cal Linux Expo) - Continued 
 
 
Some surprising findings… 
 
One of the more striking things that we discovered was that about half the people we were talking to at the              
information table were licensed Amateurs themselves. This was very heartening until we realized that about 3 out of 4 
were totally inactive. This number seemed kind of high to me. Especially when it was the younger of the licensees that 
were inactive. The more I talked to these folks, the more I realized that they never really got started in the hobby in the 
first place. They got their Technician license and never lit a carrier… I was a bit struck… Why would you go to all the 
trouble to get your license and never pursue using it? 
 
Some said that they couldn’t figure out what radio to buy and they didn’t know of any groups or clubs in their area. 
Others were unsure what they wanted to do in the hobby and after trying to understand some of the different things 
available on their own, they gave up. Others said they couldn’t connect to anyone with their HT that they bought so 
they gave up… Others couldn’t program their radio and could not find help locally. All of these excuses seem to 
point to one thing… They didn’t have an Elmer, and they didn’t know how to find one. 
 

What good is recruiting new Amateur Operators if we aren’t supporting them? 
 
OK, OK… I know that Operators go inactive for all sorts of reasons. I also know that many clubs have outreach programs 
that reach out to new Operators. But new Operators need one on one attention in those first few months. They need 
to have a person they can ask questions of and not be scared that they will be though a fool for it. They need an Elmer 
in the true sense of the name. 
 
I was lucky. When I got my license I had friends that were licensed, and I knew I didn’t have to prove I was intelligent to 
them. My first QSO was on an HT with N7WLC, the same guy that helped me understand antennas. My second was 
with N6ZE, a guy that I used to drink coffee with at a little coffee shop near my office. He would bring up stories of how 
he used to bring a pair of rabbit ears with him when he was working (retired pilot) and use them in the hotel to work 2 
and 6 meters. He taught me that a lousy antenna is better than no antenna at all, and to get a piece of wire in the air 
and call CQ! He also introduced me to some really helpful and intelligent people who I am proud to have learned from. 
And yes, I’m in a few clubs, but my questions get answered by my circle of Elmers… I know all my stupid questions are 
safe with them. Yes… I was one of the lucky ones. 
 

A Call To Action… 
 
I know that here in my little corner of the playground, we all stick together and help each other out. As Amateur       
Operators, we all need to take the Elmer roll. If you are talking to someone that is having trouble understanding   
something that you have that concept down, help them understand it too. If someone asked you a question that you 
don’t know the answer to, introduce them to someone who does. Be clear that no question is stupid, and you and your 
circle or club want to help them succeed in Amateur Radio. 
 
Remember, an Elmer is someone that knows a little more about something then the person they are helping. Share 
your knowledge and change the world! 
  
— Stu 
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Recurring Nets 

Sundays:  Newbie Net, 7 pm, Bozo Repeater 147.885 (-127.3), all are welcome especially newer hams.  Want to be net 
control?  The procedure will be provided.  Contact Todd-KD6RCM, kd6rcm@arrl.net.  Following the Newbie Net, look 
for the VHF Simplex Rag Chew, 146.550 MHz, open for all. 
 
Tuesdays:  ACS/ARES/RACES Net, 7 pm, Bozo Repeater and 7:10 Amgen Repeater. 
 
Wednesdays:  HF Roundtable, 7 pm,  21.333 ± MHz, USB, all are welcome.  

CROP Hunger Walk 

On March 3, CVARC members assisted the CROP Hunger Walk by providing radio support.  The walk consisted of 5K 
and 10K routes starting at Cal Lutheran University, going down Moorpark Rd. to Janss Rd., then winding back through 
to CLU.  As in past years, approximately 400 walkers participated. 
 
CROP Hunger Walks are community-wide events sponsored by Church World Service and organized by local              
congregations or groups to raise funds to end hunger at home and around the world.   For more information visit 
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Back row, left to right: Tim Wheeler-K6POI, Barry Stevens-AF6XT, Steve Gillis-KZ6H, Rob Hanson-W6RH, Sue Hanson- 

N6OIZ, Andy Ludlum-K6AGL, Valerie Fox-KI6KIN, Jonathan Fox-KT6LA, Robert Hunley-KK6VQO. 

Front row, left to right: Todd Kleopfer-KD6RCM, Stu Sheldon-AG6AG, Zak Cohen-N6PK, Arie Izhak-WA6RIE. 

Other CROP Walk radio operators not pictured:  Dave Singer-KI6YVI, Tom Stough-W0UFC, and Kat Hunley-K6VQN. 

mailto:kd6rcm@arrl.net
http://www.cwsglobal.org/
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/
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CVARC Education Committee Announces: 

 
CW Morse Code Training—April 2017 

 
 
Morse Code is no longer required for any amateur license; therefore, we will have fun and learn CW with the intent of 
getting on the air with one another either on HF CW or simplex VHF MCW.   
 
This training is for licensed amateurs.  It’s a self-study course reinforced by in-person guidance leading to getting on 

the air with CW.  The training will follow the 11 lessons already prepared by the Ham Whisperer, Andy-KE4GKP.   It 

should take about 4 to 6 weeks.   Start now. 

 http://www.hamwhisperer.com/p/morse-code-course.html  https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLE29501CA11B567E8 
 
Nothing is needed except paper, pencil, a hand key and practice oscillator.  This is not a class on how to use a bug or 
keyer.  Timing, rhythm and beginning CW has to start with a hand key.  Receiving CW and sending good quality CW is 
our goal.   
 
Do not look at charts, cards, lights, coins, progressions, dots, dashes, computer programs, phone apps, Koch,         
Farnsworth, or anything else.  CW is easy, don’t worry about speed, don’t make it hard by doing anything other than 
listening to the sound of CW and writing it as taught in the Ham Whisperer lessons.   
 
Do the first three lessons.  Follow his directions.  Do the first lesson a few times, in a few days move on to the second 
lesson a few times, then in a few days move on the third lesson a few times.  Just do the lessons for about 15 or 20 
minutes a day or as long as each lesson.  Repeat the lessons as often as needed, but don’t do more than 30 minutes at 
a time.  The first in-person meeting will be April 1.  
 
Training Syllabus 
 
Lessons 1, 2, 3, completed before meeting Saturday April 1 (9-11:30)   
Review lessons 1-3; history of Morse Code; adjusting the hand key; timing and rhythm; sending. 
 
Lessons 4, 5, 6, completed before meeting Saturday April 15 (9-11:30) 
Review lessons 4-6; timing and rhythm; sending; abbreviations and prosigns. 
 
Lessons 7, 8, completed before meeting Saturday April 22 (9-11:30) 
Review lessons 7-8; timing and rhythm; sending; usual exchanges to expect when making CW contacts. 
 
Lessons 9, 10, completed before meeting Saturday April 29 (9-11:30) 
Review lessons 9-10; review all lessons; timing and rhythm; sending; wrap up anything needed.  
 
Get started!  It’s self-study.  Let me know if you are interested.  Email if you have questions.  I’ll give you the meeting 
locations then. 
 
Regards,  
 
Norm-AB6ET 
radioab6et@verizon.net 

http://www.hamwhisperer.com/p/morse-code-course.html
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLE29501CA11B567E8
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLE29501CA11B567E8
mailto:radioab6et@verizon.net
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CVARC VE Session Report – February 12, 2017 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The February CVARC VE session served eight candidates. Among those who earned new licenses or upgrades at the 

session were: 

 

Name     Call   New License Class 

Scott D. Diamond   KD6DUI   General 

Richard W. Evans, Jr.   KM6IME  Technician  

Jessica L. Hyatt    KM6IMF  Technician 

Christopher K. Murphy   KM6IMG  Technician  

Michael J. Oliver   KM6HHG  Extra 

Wade B. Sherman   KM6IMH  Technician 

Garry W. Steele    KC6TJX   General 

Thomas J. Travis   KE6RCN   General 

 

CVARC conducts exams on the second Sunday of each even-numbered month. The next session will be held Sunday, 

April 9 at 8:30 a.m. at the East Valley Sheriff Station. 

 

CVARC VE sessions are sanctioned by the ARRL VEC and are conducted by a team of experienced Volunteer Examiners. 

Participating Volunteer Examiners at the February session included; Andy Ludlum, K6AGL; Zach Cohen, N6PK; Tim 

Wheeler, K6POI; and Stuart Sheldon, AG6AG.  CVARC Volunteer Examiners donate their time to help advance Amateur 

Radio and their assistance is greatly appreciated.  VE sessions are one of the components that help CVARC qualify for 

the ARRL’s special service club designation.  

 

Submitted by Jeff Reinhardt AA6JR, CVARC VE Session Coordinator 
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Scheduled CVARC Speakers and Topics 
 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 – ATV: Fast Scan Television: Roger Berchtold, WB6HMW, President of the Amateur Televi-
sion Network, Southern California Chapter, will introduce us to ATV, including analog and digital transmissions and ATV 
repeaters.  He’ll talk about the basic equipment needed to get on the air and we’ll even get a chance to see our pic-
tures on ATV! 
 

Thursday, April 20, 2017 – The Noise Floor: Richard Rudman, W6TIA, is a respected broadcast engineer who for dec-
ades was the Chief Engineer of the legendary radio station KFWB, Los Angeles.  One thing hams have in common with 
AM broadcasters is the threat posed by the ever increasing noise floor which is stealing our signals and audiences.  
Richard will talk about what can be done to combat the problem. 
 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 – New Radio Demo Night — We asked Eric Christensen, K6EJC, of Ham Radio Outlet to bring 
the five radios he thinks show off the newest and most interesting technology available to hams today.  
 

Thursday, June 15, 2017 – Microphones: Dr. Bob Heil, K9EID, founded the company Heil Sound in 1966, which went on 
to create unique touring sound systems for bands such as The Grateful Dead and The Who.  Heil has also been an inno-
vator in the field of amateur radio, manufacturing microphones and supporting efforts to improve the quality of trans-
mitted and received audio. In May 2011, Heil became the host of the live weekly Ham Radio Netcast "Ham Nation". 
 

Thursday, July 20, 2017 – What is a Panadapter? 
 

Thursday, August 17, 2017 – Emergency Radio Communications in Ventura County 
 

Thursday, September 21, 2017 – Software Defined Radio and Remote Operation Demo 
 

Thursday, October 19, 2017 – Satellites and Moon Bounce 
 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 – Latest Antenna Research and Design 
 

December, 2017 – CVARC Holiday Party 

 

The Speakers Committee (Brad Ormsby, W6VO, David Arata, KA9WMI, Tim Wheeler, K6POI and Andy Ludlum, K6AGL) 
is always interested in your program ideas.  If you have thoughts on who might be a good speaker for a club meeting, 
please let any of us know. 
 

 

"Our city's vast and complex communications system is indebted to the many trained amateur radio      
volunteers, who are efficient and dependable and lend a much needed hand in times of crisis or disaster. 
They are an invaluable part of our city's communication network..." 

       -The Hon. Rudolph Giuliani 

        Mayor of New York City (1994-2001) 
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Newbie Net Schedule 
 

Sunday nights, 7 pm, Bozo Repeater 147.885 (-127.3), all are welcome, especially newer hams.   Want to be net        

control?  The procedure will be provided.  Contact Todd-KD6RCM, kd6rcm@arrl.net.  Check the CVARC website and 

discussion group for additions and corrections to net control operators.         

             Date  Net Control Operator 

 Mar 12      Ben-W6JWZ 
 Mar 19  Todd-KD6RCM 
 Mar 26  Stu-AG6AG                                                                                                                                                                               
 Apr 2  Open                                         Simplex Net to follow on 146.550 
 Apr 9  Bob-W6CJX 
  Apr 16  Todd,KD6RCM 
  Apr 23  Stu-AG6AG 
 Apr 30  Ben-W6JWZ 
  
Please send me your logs of check-ins after the net. 
  
The Simplex Net will be promoted more for April 2nd using the usual frequency of 146.550 FM. 
  
Thanks to all! 
  
Todd 
KD6RCM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

CVARC Yahoo Discussion Group 
Are you interested in seeing current information or posting timely information yourself?  Visit and 

join the CVARC Yahoo Discussion Group.   

 

This is a closed Yahoo group so you have to go to the club website, select the “About Us” tab, and 

follow the “Discussion Groups” link to join.  http://www.cvarc.org/page2/page3/ 

 

After being approved, you can read past and recent posts or comment and post information  

yourself.   

 

Take a look.  Lots of timely information being passed back and forth.  

  

QUA CVARC Newsletter Editor 
Stu Forman—KK6VYS                                        

sforman66@icloud.com 

mailto:kd6rcm@arrl.net
http://www.cvarc.org/page2/page3/
http://www.cvarc.org/
mailto:sforman66@icloud.com
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Event Calendar 
 
Date   Event                                Links             Contact Person 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Mar 11-12  South American 10 Meter Contest 1200 -1200 UTC - http://sa10m.com.ar/cqsa10m_rules.html  
 

Mar 11-12  Coyote Backbone Event-100 Mile Run-Santa Monica Mtns  
   Dan Dicke res0xgcr@verizon.net  805-444-9120 
 

Mar 16   CVARC General Mtg. ECSS 7:30 pm Topic: ATV Slow and Fast scan television 
 

Mar 25-26  CQ Worldwide WPX Contest 0000 – 2359 UTC - http://www.cqwpx.com/rules.htm  
 

Mar 25-26  Baker-2-Vegas   http://www.radiobaker2vegas.org  
 

April 1   North American SSB Sprint 0000-0400 (5-8 pm local?) - https://ssbsprint.com/rules/  
 

April 9   VE Exam  8:30 am   ECSS Community Rm 
 

April 13   CVARC Board Mtg  Westlake City Hall 7:30 pm 
 

April 15   CVARC Mini-Field Day and Picnic 
 

April 16   Rookie Roundup-Phone - http://www.arrl.org/rookie-roundup  
 

April 17   144 Mhz Spring Sprint Contest    
   7:00 – 11 pm (local time) 
 

April 20   CVARC General Mtg.   ECSS  7:30 pm  
   Topic: The Noise Floor 
 

April 21 - 23  International DX Convention Visalia   
   http://www.dxconvention.org  
 

April 21- 22  Boy Scout Camporee - Tierra Rejada Rd. Moorpark   
   Ben KK6FUT@gmail.com  
 

April 25   222 MHz Spring Sprint 
 

May 6-7  7th Call Area QSO Party  
   http://ws7n.net/7QP/new/Page.asp?content=rules  
 

May 11   CVARC Board Mtg. Westlake City Hall 7:30 pm 
 

May 18   CVARC General Mtg. ECSS 7:30 pm  
   Topic: New Radio Demo Night 
 

June 10-12  June VHF Contest   http://www.arrl.org/june-vhf  
 

June 15   CVARC General Mtg.   ECSS  7:30 pm  
   Topic: Microphones, with Bob Heil 
 

June 24-25  Field Day  http://www.arrl.org/field-day   
 

July 23   Goodkin 1-Day Ham Radio Class  
   http://www.qualitymatrix.com/hamclass/2017-schedule-of-classes/ 
 

Sept 15-17  Southwestern Division Convention (HamCon2017) Torrance 

http://sa10m.com.ar/cqsa10m_rules.html
mailto:res0xgcr@verizon.net
http://www.cqwpx.com/rules.htm
http://www.radiobaker2vegas.org
https://ssbsprint.com/rules/
http://www.arrl.org/rookie-roundup
http://www.dxconvention.org
mailto:KK6FUT@gmail.com
http://ws7n.net/7QP/new/Page.asp?content=rules
http://www.arrl.org/june-vhf
http://www.arrl.org/field-day
http://www.qualitymatrix.com/hamclass/2017-schedule-of-classes/
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The Ham Cam 
 
My First CW Key 
Norm-AB6ET 
 
 
Pictured on the left is a J-38 hand key.  
Pretty standard, ubiquitous.  On the right 
is a Vibroplex Vibrokeyer for use with an 
automatic keyer.   
 
Nothing fancy or unique about either 
except the J-38 was my first key that I 
began with when learning and using CW.  
It was WW2 surplus and 15 or 20 years 
old at the time, now it’s more than 70 
years old.  I still use it and have it on my 
desk connected to my TS-590.  It’s   
snappy and responsive and has a good 
feel for straight key CW.   
 
The Vibrokeyer is right next to it, also connected to my TS-590 so I can switch back and forth between hand key or 
keyer without missing a beat.  I got it a few years after the J-38 and have had it and used them both ever since.  The 
Vibrokeyer has a similar look and feel as a bug, but of course no moving parts other than side to side for the contacts.  I 
used a bug for a while but after going to the keyer I could never go back.   
 
I have and have had many other keys, but I always come back to the basics and my first key, this J-38. 
 

*     *     * 
 
Helen Archibald-VA1YL from Port 
Williams, Nova Scotia, in her very 
cool shack, courtesy of Vince      
Bednarz-AC8XO, who mentioned his 
recent contact with Helen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you have any interesting gear?  A 
vintage radio?  An old or unique 
Morse code key?  A special QSL 
card?  Tell us about it! 
  

Send photos and a brief description 
to sforman66@icloud.com.  

mailto:sforman66@icloud.com
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 In Memoriam  
 

 
In memory of  Terry Graves (K7FE/SK).  
  
For those who haven’t heard, on        
February 18, 2017, a beloved member of 
our local Amateur Radio Community,  
Terry Graves (K7FE) became a Silent 
Key (SK).   Terry passed unexpectedly at 
home from a  heart at tack, despite having 
had no prior history of heart il lness.  
Terry is survived by his wife,  Caroline, 
son, Evan (N6EAG), and daughters,   
Amber and Alana.  
  
On that day,  we lost  a long- time resident 
of the Conejo Valley, a talented          
engineer,  loving husband and father,  avid  

   ham radio operator and Elmer,  and a long
- time advocate of the Amateur Radio Community.   His rich professional life included    
contributions to Varian/Elmac/CPI,  Hewlett Packard/Avago, Protégé, Bestronics,  Motorola 
Semiconductor, TRW and others;  and he made significant contributions to  QRZ.com  and 
other Amateur Radio related organizations.   His absence is already having a significant  
impact on the many individuals he knew and interacted with over the years.   
  
Funeral Services will be held  on March 18, 2017, at  1:00 at St Paschal Baylon Church,  
155 E. Janss Rd., Thousand Oaks, CA 91360; (805) 496 -0222.    
 
A  Potluck Style  “Celebration of Life” Memorial gathering will be held at the Graves’  
family home, 1130 Waverly Heights Dr. , Thousand Oaks, CA 91360, immediately following 
the funeral.   There is  additional parking on the cross -street, Princeton Rd., carpooling 
would be appreciated. Those wishing to bring a food or beverage item  are encouraged to 
contact Alana Graves  (see Email address below).  
 
Specific questions, comments,  and sentiments may be directed to Alana Graves 
[mailto:Alana.L.M.Graves@gmail.com], on behalf of the Graves’ family.   Feel free to    
forward this information  to others who may have known Terry, but who may have not, as 
yet , heard the sad news of his passing.  
 
Respectfully,  Vern Potter (W6NCT)  

http://qrz.com/
mailto:Alana.L.M.Graves@gmail.com
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      General Information about the Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club, CVARC 
 
 

CVARC is a Special Service Club (SSC)  
The Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club is an ARRL affiliated Special Service Club. To be recognized by the ARRL as a Spe-
cial Service Club, the club must regularly show that it is actively involved in certain areas, including:  New Ham Develop-
ment and Training, Public Relations, Emergency Communications, Technical Advancement, and Operating Activities.  
 

Meetings and Location 
Meetings are held on the third Thursday of every month, except December. The meeting location is the Community 
Room at the East County Sheriff Station, 2101 E. Olsen Road, Thousand Oaks. Meetings start at 7:30 p.m. with a pre-
meeting social and technical assistance session beforehand or as announced. Meetings are open to the public, and 
members are encouraged to bring  friends.  
 
Visitors are always welcome at our monthly meetings, and we do not pressure newcomers to join. If, however, you 
would like to support the club and its activities by becoming a member then we will be pleased to have you join.  
 

CVARC Membership Rates  
The simplest way to join (or to renew) is to give a check bearing your name and address to the Treasurer in person or 
by mail. Make the check payable to “CVARC” and please put your call sign and email address on the memo line. 
 
Current annual rates are changing during the next year.  The following rates apply but will change:   Regular Member-
ship $25. Family Membership $30. Special discounts are available for new members (licensed in the last 12 months) 
$10. Full-time Students $10. Regular members renewing for multiple years $20/year. Family members renewing for 
multiple years $25/year.  Email info@cvarc.org for pro-rated dues figures for renewals before April, 2017. 

An application to join is found on the club website.    
 
Name, call sign, or address changes may be e-mailed to the Treasurer.  
 

QUA CVARC 
“QUA CVARC” is the club newsletter published monthly, not later than the Monday preceding the CVARC club meeting, 
by the Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club, AA6CV, PO Box 2093, Thousand Oaks, CA 91358-2093.  
 
Opinions expressed in articles in this newsletter are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of 
the club, its board, or its members.  
 

Tax Deductible Donations to CVARC 
CVARC is an IRS-certified 501(c)3 charitable organization and donations are deductible pursuant to IRS rules. If you 
have working radio equipment or ancillary equipment that you can and wish to donate to the club, please contact one 
of the board members and we will be happy to talk to you about the process to help fund and grow CVARC.  
 
We cannot accept certain donations, and have to place some restrictions on them such as, no hazardous materials, 
nothing we could not sell, etc.  If you are interested in donating, contact any board member at a meeting or via email. 
 
Many companies will either grant or match employee’s gifts to non-profit organizations like CVARC.  Please determine 
if your company is among these and contact a board member for more details.  

 

CVARC Officers 
For the current list of CVARC officers together with their contact information, please visit the club’s website at      
http://www.cvarc.org.   You may view past newsletters on the website. 

mailto:info@cvarc.org
http://www.cvarc.org.

