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President’s Message                                            

Andy Ludlum-KI6NON         

I was browsing the internet recently and found a ham complaining 
he was hearing nothing but crickets on the 2 meter band. 
 
He said he’d been inactive on 2 meters and 440 for a couple of 
years, but he recently bought an HT as he plans to spend a lot of 
time in the local mountains this summer.   He programmed a num-
ber of frequencies, including a half dozen repeaters and started 
scanning them for a few days.  He was stunned at how little traffic 
he heard, even on the repeaters.   
 
Linked repeaters contributed to a decline in users of the National 
Simplex Calling Frequency, 146.520, though many of us still moni-
tor this frequency in the shack or while traveling. 
 
Some hams have been looking for ways to make this channel and 
other simplex frequencies more active again.  I’m proud to say 
CVARC is part of that effort. I listened in on the first of hopefully 
many “Simplex Roundtables” April 3rd on 146.550. 
 
This is the brainchild of Todd Kleopfer-KD6RCM.   
 
 
Continued on Page 2 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Club Meeting and Pre-Meeting Dinner Information, Thursday April 21 

The regular club meeting is Thursday, April 21 (always the third Thursday) at the East County Sheriff’s Station Commu-

nity Room at 7:30 p.m. Talk-in coordination on the Bozo repeater, 147.885 (- 127.3). 

The guest speaker is club member Ben Kuo-KK6FUT who will discuss building and using home brew rigs of every de-

scription including hasty antennas.  See notice for more information.  

Join fellow club members and the guest speaker at the pre-meeting dinner at the Szechuwan Garden, Moorpark,  at 5 

p.m.   See notice for more information.  

QUA CVARC Newsletter Editor 

Norm Campbell-AB6ET                                        

radioab6et@verizon.net 

mailto:radioab6et@verizon.net
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President’s Message, continued from Page 1 

At the conclusion of the Newbie Net (Sundays at 7pm on 
the Bozo repeater, 147.885), everyone was invited to 
switch over to simplex for a test and informal net.  Un-
fortunately, there were too many natural obstacles for 
me to participate fully in this net from my QTH in Oak 
Park, but it did remind me that we do have club mem-
bers regularly using other simplex frequencies such as 
146.445 in Thousand Oaks and 146.535 in Moorpark. 
 
Simplex is a great way to stay in touch with nearby hams.  
Todd hopes all of this will promote more activity on sim-
plex frequencies and in contests like the April 11th 144 
mHz Spring Sprint.  

The response to our survey on the club meeting raffles 
was very good.  An overwhelming number of those re-
sponding (82%) enjoy the raffle.   A little over half (52%) 
spend between $1 and $5 on tickets.  38% spend be-
tween $5 and $10.  It doesn’t appear members are de-
manding any fundamental changes in the raffle.  90% felt 
the ticket prices were just right, 64% favored keeping the 
current system of a few smaller prizes and one grand 
prize. 
 
One question had the most divided responses; 55% said 
they would not be willing to pay more for a ticket – say 
$5 – in order to have more valuable prizes.  45% would 
be willing to go higher.  We got quite a number of good 
comments and suggestions and we heard you loud and 
clear; keep it ham-related and eliminate the Harbor 
Freight-style prizes like voltmeters and screwdrivers. 

 
You can take a look at the results here. This month we 
take a look at your areas of interest in the amateur radio 
hobby and in club activities.   As always, it takes only a 
couple of minutes to complete the survey. Your re-
sponses are very important to us as it helps us to plan 
events and programs that you’ll enjoy.  Click to start the 
April survey. 
 
Preparation is underway for 2016 Field Day, June 25-26, 
with setup on Friday, June 24th.  We’ll be returning to 
the Maple Elementary School location (3501 Kimber 
Drive, Newbury Park) which has worked well for us for 
the past several years.  If you are new to CVARC and 
Field Day, we’ll have dedicated antennas for all bands 
and will feature operation on various modes such as  
phone, CW and data.  

Field Day Chairman Ben Herrera-W6JWZ would love to 
hear from early volunteers who like to work a particular 
band, CW, QRP, battery power or whatever you might 
dream up.   We’ll try to find a way to make it work, that’s 
what Field Day is all about!  

 

73, 

Andy 

KI6NON 

 If you stay ready you don’t have to get ready. 

  Check your kits, bags, boxes, and batteries for readiness.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

April Member’s Survey, Results of Last Survey 

Please participate in this  brief survey gathering information about your interests in radio and the club.  It should only 

take a minute or two.   

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QWGV62H 

Use this link to view the results of last month’s survey and your interest in the raffle.  

 https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-FCYCZD9S/  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-5NPQSQ3W/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QWGV62H
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QWGV62H
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QWGV62H
https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-FCYCZD9S/
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Members Have Done 

The March 17th CVARC meeting began with the pre-meeting dinner at the Stonefire Grill in Thousand Oaks.  About a 

dozen members joined the guest speaker, Bill Stein-NC6T, for lively interaction of hams being hams on the Stonefire 

patio.   

Later at the club meeting , Bill described in great detail the building of a trap vertical multiband antenna along with 

other antenna designs for HF.  He had a complete slide show explaining the simple construction of the vertical antenna 

and showed the radiation pattern as plotted on a popular antenna computer program.   Not only did Bill show us pic-

tures of the antenna being built and in use, he had the actual antenna at the meeting for all to see and examine.   

During the business portion of the meeting, Club President Andy-KI6NON demonstrated the ease of participating in the 

monthly club survey by asking those who had not done so to take a minute and complete the survey on the spot.  (See 

the results by following the link published along with this month’s survey in another section of the QUA newsletter.)  

Based on survey results, Andy is considering options to make the raffle more meaningful.    

Andy pointed out the Field Day Triathlon challenge presented in the March QUA newsletter.  Members are asked to 

make two CW contacts/two digital contacts/and two voice contacts in order to more fully participate in Field Day.  

Guidance, instruction, and demonstration of these modes will be provided individually or at Field Day for members 

wishing to participate in this special activity.  

Andy supervised the distribution of the excess club books and accessories that were being under-utilized in club library.  

Anything left was going to be donated to a local library, however, the books were flying off the shelves so quickly that 

there was nothing left to donate except an empty box.   

In keeping with this year’s club theme of “Projects,” Andy asked for continued input from members about programs 

and topics for club meetings.  The most current project is the UNUN balun building event on April 30.  (See a note 

about this in another section of the QUA newsletter.) Interest and participation is high and everyone is looking forward 

to making one.   

The guest speaker and business sections of the meeting were followed by the raffle conducted by Avi-K6AVI. 

The club meeting was well attended due in no small part to the addition of St. Patrick’s Day cookies and coffee thanks 

to Rob-W6RH and Eric-WB6PYK. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Members Are Doing 

Sunday nights, Newbie Net, 7 p.m., Bozo Repeater 147.885 (-127.3), all are welcome especially newer hams.             

Want to be net control?  The procedure will be provided.  Contact Todd-KD6RCM, kd6rcm@arrl.net.  

VHF Simplex Rag Chew, monthly or more frequently as desired, Sundays after Newbie Net, 146.550, open for all. 

Tuesday nights, ARES/RACES net, 7 p.m., Bozo Repeater.  

Wednesday nights, HF Roundtable, 7 p.m., 21.333  ±, USB, all are welcome.  

Second Thursday, Board of Directors meeting, 7:30 p.m., Westlake Village City Hall, any member welcome. 

Third Thursday, regular CVARC club meeting, 7:30 p.m., East County Sheriff’s Station, dinner first somewhere at 5 p.m.   

Send me a note if you know a recurring activity that should be listed here.  -Ed.  

 

mailto:kd6rcm@arrl.net
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Members Are Planning  (Calendar) 
                                                                                                                          
Date   Event                                Links              Contact Person 
April 14   CVARC Board Meeting , 7:30 pm, Westlake Village City Hall 
April 15 – 17  International DX Convention, Visalia   http://www.dxconvention.org  
April 16   BSA Camporee, Moorpark,   9 am – 4pm , Ben, KK6FUT@gmail.com                                            
April 16   Arbor Day, Thousand Oaks High School, CVARC-ACS event, Zak-N6PK n6pk@arrl.net  
April 17   Aut2Run,   6:00 am – 12:00 pm,  Cal State University Channel Islands,  Wayne Francis,                
   whfrancis@sbcglobal.net    
April 17   One day Tech Class and Exam, 9 am – 4 pm, Norm Goodkin-Lost Hills Sheriff’s Station                                         
   http://www.hamclass.goodkin.net   
April 17   Rookie Roundup, phone ,  http://www.arrl.org/rookie-roundup  
April 17   Special Event Station-95th Anniversary of RCA Coast Station WCC, Cape Cod,                              
   Frequencies: 21.050, 14.050, 7.050, 3.550  
April 19   222 mHz Spring Sprint, 7 – 11 pm local.                                                                                           
   https://sites.google.com/site/springvhfupsprints/home/2016-information  
April 21   CVARC General Meeting,  7:30 pm,  ECSS Thousand Oaks, Topic:  Building Projects 
April 23   Safety Day at Lake Sherwood,  10:00 am 
April 23 – 24  10-10 International, Spring Contest, Digital.                                                                                                       
   http://www.ten-ten.org/index.php/activity/2013-07-22-20-26-48/qso-party-rules  
April 27   432 mHz Spring Sprint, 7 – 11pm local                                                                                                 
April 30   UNUN construction project, 9:30 am, ECSS, Ben-W6JWZ  
May 2   ACS-ARES District Meeting, 7:30 pm 
May 7   Crusin’ The Conejo   
May 7   CVARC Technician License Class, 9 – 1pm (5 Saturdays) ECSS,  Zak n6pk@arrl.net  
May 7   Microwave, 902 mHz and Up, contest,  8:00 am – 2:00 pm local 
May 12   CVARC Board Meeting, 7:30 pm, WLV City Hall 
May 14   Simi Valley Emergency Preparedness Expo, 0630-1700, Steve King ke6wez@arrl.net  
May 14 – 15  50 mHz Spring Sprint, 2300 – 0300Z 
May 17   Amgen Tour of California 
May 19   CVARC General Meeting,  7:30 pm, ECSS Thousand Oaks 
May 29    Mountains2Beach Marathon-Ojai to Ventura http://www.mountains2beachmarathon.com/ 
   Rob w6rh@hotmail.com                                                                                                                         
June 4 -5  10-10 International,  Open Season PSK Contest                                                                                                         
   http://www.ten-ten.org/index.php/activity/2013-07-22-20-26-48/qso-party-schedule/2-
uncategorised/51-open-season-rules                                                                                                                                                                                         
June 9   CVARC Board Meeting, 7:30 pm, WLV City Hall                                                                                                             
June 11 – 13  June VHF Contest  http://www.arrl.org/june-vhf                                                                                              
June 12   VE testing, ECSS, 8:30 am                                                                                                                       
June 16   CVARC General Meeting,  7:30 pm, ECSS                                                                                                       
June 18   Kids Day     http://www.arrl.org/kids-day                                                                                            
June 18   Santa Maria Radio Swapfest, Orcutt http://www.satellitearc.com                                         
June 25 – 26  Field Day   http://www.arrl.org/field-day                                                                                              
July 3   Moorpark Fireworks, Marc Hanley km6b@arrl.net                                                                              
July 9 – 10  IARU HF World Championship http://www.arrl.org/iaru-hf-championship                                                        
July 11   ACS-ARES District Meeting,  7:30 pm,  Ojai                                                                                             
July 16 – 17  CQ Worldwide VHF Contest, 1800z – 2100z                                                                                         
July 21   CVARC General Mtg, 7:30 pm, ECSS, Topic: Field Day Recap/Solar Power                                                         
August 6 -7  10-10 International, Summer Contest, SSB                                                                                                             
August 20 -21  10 gHz & Up,  Round 1                                                                                                                              
Sept 10-12  September VHF Contest 
Go to the http://www.cvarc.org calendar tab for additional events, links, contact persons, locations and times.  

http://www.dxconvention.org
mailto:I%20will%20see%20you%20at%20the%20BOD%20meeting%20tomorrow.
mailto:n6pk@arrl.net
mailto:whfrancis@sbcglobal.net
http://www.hamclass.goodkin.net
http://www.arrl.org/rookie-roundup
https://sites.google.com/site/springvhfupsprints/home/2016-information
http://www.ten-ten.org/index.php/activity/2013-07-22-20-26-48/qso-party-rules
mailto:n6pk@arrl.net
mailto:ke6wez@arrl.net
http://www.mountains2beachmarathon.com/
mailto:w6rh@hotmail.com
http://www.ten-ten.org/index.php/activity/2013-07-22-20-26-48/qso-party-schedule/2-uncategorised/51-open-season-rules
http://www.ten-ten.org/index.php/activity/2013-07-22-20-26-48/qso-party-schedule/2-uncategorised/51-open-season-rules
http://www.arrl.org/june-vhf
http://www.arrl.org/kids-day
http://www.satellitearc.com
http://www.arrl.org/field-day
mailto:km6b@arrl.net
http://www.arrl.org/iaru-hf-championship
http://www.cvarc.org
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Pre-Meeting Dinner 

Join your fellow CVARC Hams and guests this month for the pre-club meeting dinner, April 21 at 5 p.m. with our guest 
speaker, Ben Kuo-KK6FUT, at Szechuwan Garden, 484 E. Los Angeles Ave. in Moorpark, at the SW corner of LA Ave and 
Spring, phone: 805-517-1930.  We will reserve the group room to the left of the entrance under CVARC/Michelle.  
Hope to see you all there! 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Club Meeting Guest Speaker 

Ben Kuo-KK6FUT, a CVARC club member, will present an overview of projects you can try regardless of your skill level -- 
from dipoles to simple electronics such as a Pixie CW transceiver in an Altoids tin to more complex projects such as an 
Arduino SWR meter or a full homebrew 40M SSB transceiver.  He may even show off the loop antenna he put together 
in 10 minutes using a bicycle wheel! 
 
Ben’s projects and stories have been published in numerous magazines such as QST and QRP Quarterly as well as right 
here in the CVARC QUA newsletter.  Look at his QRZ page to see some of his  activities and find him on YouTube show-
ing live demonstrations of his projects. 
 
Ben has been a ham radio operator (Extra Class) since 2013, when he suddenly discovered that ham radio existed for 
the first time.  Since then, he has dived into the hobby, and in particular, enjoyed learning about home brewing radios 
and sharing that with others. A number of his project articles have been published in QRP Quarterly, with an assort-
ment of projects, including antennas to transceivers, to using Arduino for ham radio. He is the co-author (with N6QW) 
of the Let’s Build Something (LBS) project, which has been widely embraced by the home brewing community, and 
which now has dozens of builds in multiple countries by both radios and clubs. Although he has a BS in Electrical Engi-
neering from USC, and spent a number of years developing low level embedded and driver software in the industry, 
analog and RF design—and soldering irons!—are newly acquired skills. He has been very involved in getting Boy Scouts 
interested in Ham Radio, and has now helped run three BSA Jamboree On the Air events with local troops, in addition 
to demonstrations of Ham Radio to local Cub and Scout packs. His favorite ham radio activities—aside from projects—
include DX and CW contacts, and additionally operating remotely in the great outdoors. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

UNUN Project, April 30 

Ben Herrera-W6JWZ has gathered the parts needed for the UNUN balun building project for those that signed up for 

this activity.  The completed 9 to 1 balun can be used for making and matching end-fed HF wire antennas.  

The actual construction will consist of a short briefing, description of the circuit, parts layout, winding the toroid, drill-

ing, and soldering.  Depending on use of tools and hands-on construction, the project building time should only take 

and hour or two. 

You are reminded to bring your own Altoids tin box (minus Altoids or prepare to have very fresh breath) on Saturday, 

April 30 at 9:30 a.m. along with $10 for parts.  The location is the community meeting room  at the East County Sher-

iff’s Station.   

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

You Are Needed-Social Director 

One position on the CVARC Board of Directors still needs to be filled and that is the vital post of Social Director.  Much 

of the framework has already been established by Mark-KK6IKX and Michelle-KK6RBW who will be available to coach 

the new director.   Contact President Andy-KI6NON or any board member for more information. 
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Upcoming CVARC Speakers and Topics 

Thursday, April 21, 2016 – Projects: Ben Kuo, KK6FUT with an overview of projects you can try regardless of your skill 
level -- from dipoles to simple electronics such as a Pixie CW transceiver in an Altoids tin to more complex projects such 
as an Arduino SWR meter or a full homebrew 40M SSB transceiver.  He’ll even show off the loop antenna he put to-
gether in 10 minutes using a bicycle wheel! 
 
Thursday, May 19, 2016 - Ground Is A Myth! Kristen McIntyre, K6WX.  Ground is something you stand on, but in an 
electrical sense, the meaning is much less clear. When it comes to hams and ground, things get really confused. We 
drive rods into the earth, but why? Kristen takes a look at whether any of this makes sense, and what theory tells us 
about "ground" and if it exists in any sensible way at all. We’ll talk about DC grounds, RF grounds, and even about grav-
ity. 
 

Thursday, June 16, 2016 - Field Day Planning & Prep: Ben Herrera, W6JWZ with an overview of the club’s plans for the 
annual Field Day event June 25-26, 2016. 

Thursday, July 21, 2016 - Field Day Recap: Ben Herrera, W6JWZ and Solar Power Applications in ham radio. 

Thursday, August 18, 2016 – Emergency Preparedness for Hams: Karl Moody, AE6TO 

Thursday, September 15, 2016- QRP 

Thursday, October 20, 2016 – Repeaters, tied to a club tour of a repeater site during the month. 

Thursday, November 17, 2016 - DX-peditions 

December, 2016 – No club meeting.  CVARC Holiday Party 

Thursday, January 19, 2017 - Microphones 

Thursday, February 16, 2017 – ATV: Slow and Fast Scan Television 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 - RFI 

Thursday, April 20, 2017 – Ham Radio and Rockets, Balloons and Planes 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CVARC Yahoo Discussion Group 

Are you interested in seeing current information or posting timely information yourself?  Visit and join the CVARC  Ya-

hoo Discussion Group.   

This is a closed Yahoo group so you have to go to the club website, find the discussion group tab, and follow the links to 

join.  After being approved, you can read past and recent posts or comment and post information yourself.   

Take a look.  Lots of timely information being passed back and forth.   

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Arbor Day, Thousand Oaks High School-April 16 

This Saturday we are participating in an Arbor Day Expo for the city of Thousand Oaks. We will be setting up the trailer 
and showing Amateur Radio operations. We will be promoting CVARC and ACS to the general public. We will also be in 
contact with the Boy Scout Jamboree. 

I need a couple of people to help - It will be from about 8:30 AM to about 3:00 PM at Thousand Oaks High School. 
Please contact me if you can help. Thanks.  Zak-N6PK n6pk@arrl.net  

mailto:n6pk@arrl.net
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VE Radio Test Session Results 

 

The CVARC VE team had another successful test session on Sunday, April 10, 2016. 

 Participating Volunteer Examiners (VEs) were: 

 Andy Ludlum – KI6NON 

 Ken Sandberg – KS3I 

 George Tamayo – WD6EJO 

 Stuart Sheldon – AG6AG 

 Steve Seegmiller – AC6OJ 

 Zak Cohen – N6PK 

 Robert Hanson – W6RH 

  

THANK YOU to the VEs that gave up their morning to help bring new Hams into the Amateur Radio Service. 

  

SUMMARY: 

 9 candidates attended the session 

 8 Tech exams were given 

 7 General exams were given 

 0 Extra exams were given 

 A total of 15 exams were given and scored. 

  

RESULTS: 

 6 Technician licenses were earned 

 2 General licenses were earned. 

  

Note that the Extra class test will change on July 1, 2016.  

If you have studied for the Extra test, you might want to attend our next CVARC test session on June 12, 2016. 

  

Robert Hanson-W6RH 
Ventura County ACS Radio Officer 
Ventura County ARES District Emergency Coordinator 
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Peter-N6ZE reminds us of the VHF/UHF CQ Sprints on various days and frequencies in April and May.   
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Xubuntu: Installing software for PSK31 

Jaap DeGoede-KK6LMJ 

Previous articles were about installing and upgrading WSJT-X for JT65 and JT9 on an Xubuntu system. This article is 
about how to install software for other digital modes.  Fldigi (Fast Light Digital Modem Application) is a cross-platform 
modem program that supports most of the digital modes used on the amateur radio bands. One very popular mode is 
PSK31 or "Phase Shift Keying, 31 Baud." It is used primarily by amateur radio operators to conduct real-time keyboard-
to-keyboard chat, most often using frequencies in the High Frequency amateur radio bands. PSK31 is distinguished 
from other digital modes in that it is specifically tuned to have a data rate close to typing speed, and has an extremely 
narrow bandwidth, allowing many conversations in the same bandwidth as a single voice channel. This narrow band-
width also concentrates the RF energy in a very narrow bandwidth, allowing relatively low-power equipment (25 watts) 
to communicate globally using the same skywave propagation used by shortwave radio stations. 

 

Before installation, let’s discuss some background information. There are various ways to install applications in Xub-
untu. In the previous newsletters I already described: 

Choosing and installing an application with the Ubuntu Software Center. 

Installing an application from the Xubuntu terminal. 

Downloading an application from the Internet and installing with the Ubuntu Software Center. 

 

Now for options one and two, Xubuntu will take care that security updates for the application will  be applied for the 
lifetime of the Xubuntu version. But these first two options do not guarantee you have the latest and greatest version 
of an application. With option three, you have to make sure yourself to install the version of the application you prefer. 
But with the last option, Xubuntu will never take care of updates. 

 

So this time to install Fldigi I will introduce a fourth method to install the latest application version. To make sure Xub-
untu will keep refreshing with the latest version every time there is one available,  you will add a link to a so called Pri-
vate Package Archive (PPA). In this case the PPA is: kamalmostafa/fldigi. 

 

 To use this archive, click your mouse on the top right of the Xubuntu desktop. Then type “Terminal Emulator” and click 
on it's appearance. When the terminal emulator has opened you can add the archive, type:  

“sudo add-apt-repository ppa:kamalmostafa/fldigi”enter 

When this is finished you have to update all Xubuntu's archives, type: 

“sudo apt-get update” enter 

And finally you can install Flfigi, type: 

“sudu apt-get install fldigi” enter 

 
A nice feature of Fldigi is that you can use it to control your transceiver with Computer Aided Tuning (CAT). In general, 
CAT serial connections are used from your computer to your radio. Xubuntu, and Linux in general, must enable access 
to serial devices regardless whether it is a serial port or a USB port that emulates a serial port. To do so, click the 
mouse on the top right of the desktop. Then type “Terminal Emulator” and click on it's appearance. When the terminal 
emulator has opened,  type:  

“sudo adduser your_username dialout” enter 

To activate this serial support, please logout of the system and login again. 
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Now Fldigi has been installed. You can start it from your main menu. You will be able to start using (B)PSK31 with your 
favorite sound card and transceiver. 

 

Here is a screen shot configuring CAT for a FT450(D) by using Hamlib on the first serial port (/dev/ttyS0). Note if you 
use a USB to serial converter it appears as /dev/ttyUSB0. There is no need to install drivers or worry about specific 
driver versions! 

  

 

 

Here's a screen shot configuring a SignaLink USB “soundcard.” Note that the SignaLink uses the audio signal to switch 
PTT. It's a Voice Operated Transmission (VOX) and you should disable CAT for PTT! 
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Have fun with Xubuntu! 

 

73 de KK6LMJ 

April, 2016 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Newbie Net Control Operator List 

Sunday nights, Newbie Net, 7 p.m., Bozo Repeater 147.885 (-127.3), all are welcome especially newer hams.             
Want to be net control?  The procedure will be provided.  Contact Todd-KD6RCM, kd6rcm@arrl.net. 

This is the updated Newbie Net Control schedule for April 2016. 

 4/17-Todd, KD6RCM 

 4/24-Stu, AG6AG 

If you think of a topic you want to cover let me know in advance and I’ll put it out in the reminders so that people can 
think about what questions they want to ask, maybe even an educational trivia question. 

If I put you on the wrong date or you need to change your schedule send an email or text me at (805) 844-8708. 

Thanks! 

Todd-KD6RCM 

mailto:kd6rcm@arrl.net
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Simplex, VHF/UHF 

Todd-KD6RCM 

Talking on simplex can be fun! It’s line of site communications that can add an exciting new way to make contacts on 

VHF/UHF if you are not already using it. The average range for HT’s is 5 – 15 miles, but it all depends on antenna, 

power and topography. Mobile to mobile can be 40 -50 miles on flat ground, but if you take either one to a tall building 

or on top of a mountain, that distance can be doubled. You can even get a lot further with a base station. 

This is one of the reasons hams take a hike up a mountain or hill to activate a summit called SOTA for Summits on the 

Air using the national simplex frequency of 146.520 mHz FM. Most of the time they are only using 5 watts! But anyone 

can do this and it can just be a hill near you or from home or your back yard. 

Contests and simplex nets promote on-air activity to not only get you on the air and use the amateur bands we are li-

censed for, but to test your equipment for emergency preparedness. So, get on simplex and see how far you can talk.  

You never know who is going to come back to you on the other end of the radio. 

Not long ago after the Newbie Net, a few of us went over to simplex and thought it might be a good idea to have a 
once a month gathering on a simplex frequency after the net. We can call this a Simplex Gathering or Simplex Roundta-
ble since making it a “net” may be too formal. We can try this on a trial basis for a few months and see how participa-
tion goes. I was thinking the first Sunday of the month, so the first one was April 3, the next is May 1.  Announcements 
can be made at the beginning of the Newbie Net and maybe a couple times during the net and just before closing. 
So we don’t tie up the National Calling channel, let’s try 146.550 mHz FM.  We’ll use other net control operators as re-
lays.   
 
Hopefully this will promote more activity on the simplex frequencies and during contests.  Monday, April 11th is the 144 
mHz Spring Sprint (7 – 11 pm PST.)  It would be good to promote this as there will be more activity on simplex, espe-
cially since the National Calling Frequency of 146.520 can be used. 
 
Other simplex nets I found or checked into you may want to try: 
 145.570                 Tuesday 8 – 9pm                  San Fernando Amateur Radio Club  
 145.570                 Sunday 9 -9:30am                Lake Balboa 
 146.550                 Wednesday 8:30-9pm        Orange county ham club 2 Meters simplex FM W6ZE 
 446.0                     Thursday 6:30 – 7:00pm     I think this may be in the LA area 
 
Single Sideband Nets-USB 
 144.240                 Sunday 7:30-8:30pm        Bozo Net-  http://www.2meterbozo.net/ 
 144.240                 Wednesday 7:30 pm       Wednesday Night Swap and Info Net 
 144.210usb       Wednesday 8:30pm         Two Mtr SSB Net-Santa Barbara area-                                                
       http://www.n6kth.com/vhf/index.htm                                         
       (not all the nets on this list appear active but these are        
       good links) 
 144.230    Thursday 7:45pm              San Diego Weak Signal Net 
 
If you know of any other simplex or weak signal nets in the Socal area let me know. Notice all of these nets are out of 
Santa Barbara or LA County so it would be great if we can promote more SSB activity in Ventura County.  
 
If you would like to talk about a topic on the Newbie Net or would like to be a net control operator (or just try it for one 
night) send me an email , Todd at kd6rcm@arrl.net .  
 
The Newbie Net meets every Sunday evening at 7:00 pm on 147.885- pl 127.3 (Bozo repeater) 

http://www.2meterbozo.net/
http://www.n6kth.com/vhf/index.htm
mailto:kd6rcm@arrl.net
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CVARC Sponsors Incentive Prize at Boy Scout Camporee , April 15-17  

Scouts will be on simplex 146.535. Look for a complete recap of the Boy Scout event in next month’s QUA newsletter. 
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A Mystery Radio, Mogadishu, and Black Hawk Down 
 

Ben Kuo, KK6FUT 

 

How does an old, broken HF transceiver on eBay have anything to do with the infamous, Black Hawk down incident in 

Mogadishu, Somalia in 1993 (where 18 U.S. Servicemen were killed, 73 wounded, one captured, and nearly 3,000 So-

mali militamen were killed—and which changed American overseas policy until 9/11)?  This is the story of a mystery 

radio, a radio repair, and a YouTube video, and how that radio tied directly into the infamous battle in Mogadishu . 

 

 

 

                                 Figure 1: Original eBay listing photo of the S-700 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: The mysterious Icom IC-S700 
after restoration  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As club members know, I'm always looking for broken radios to repair and fix, so I was pleasantly happy to run across a 
mysterious Icom HF transceiver listed on eBay – the Icom S-700. If you look up “S-700”, you'll find there is no such Icom 
listed in the catalogs, in any reviews, or on Icom's website.  
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The seller of the radio – a marine scrap and surplus dealer in Washington State --- had listed the radio multiple times 
on eBay, with no interest, several times before. It was repainted (blue), was listed as “not working”, looked like it had 
been dropped more than a few times, and even in the listing had obvious salt crusting from exposure to the ocean. 
However—at least for me—even in its unworking condition, the price (less than $50, shipped), was worth it even if all I 
did was pull out the SSB crystal filter out of the radio's circuit boards (those go for more than $75 alone). So, I whipped 
out the PayPal password, paid for the radio, and voila—a few days later I had a non working, salty radio in the radio 
shack. 

The first order of business was putting the radio back into order, or decide to pull out parts. The mystery was: what 
exactly was inside this thing, and were there any schematics or manuals I could use to fix it? Fortunately for me, the 
radio appeared to look like another Icom radio on the market: the Icom M-700, a radio designed for the marine bands, 
and which had been developed in the early 1990's for use on HF marine frequencies.  A glance at the internals of the M
-700 and S-700 confirmed that they were similar—but not the same, as there was a lot more in the S-700 than seen in 
the M-700 service manual. Armed with an approximate schematic, and configuring a power connector for the radio 
(which didn't use the usual Icom power connector pins, for some mysterious reason) – I attempted to power up the 
radio, and immediately blew a fuse. Hmm. Looking around for a few days, I finally found the issue – there was a short 
between power and ground! Strangely, that short was in an undocumented connector on the back of the radio. At this 
point, I was confused. Why was there an extra connector on this radio (compared with a normal M-700), and what was 
going on with all the extra wires? It appeared that the radio had stopped working at some point because someone had 
plugged in a jumper wrong on the back of the radio into this extra connector. 

Ignoring the strange connector – which also had random coax to other parts of the radio – I managed to fix that issue – 
by unplugging that jumper and doing some internal re-wiring per the M-700 schematic. The radio came back to life! 
But, no RF receive or transmit! Further debugging found that there had been internal rerouting of some of the various 
paths to that extra connector. A fairly detailed job of un-doing some of that wiring to the M-700 specs was done, be-
cause it was nearly impossible to sort out the spaghetti of rerouting to that external connector. After all of that work – 
some week or so of work – the radio was now able to receive! I was able to listen around the band, and the receive was 
working great! Another couple of mysteries found in the process:  instead of the normal controls on the M-700, two of 
the buttons on the front had different functions: one shut out all the lights on the radio (why would you want to not 
see what frequency you were on?!) and the other reduced the outboard accessory voltage (normally 12v to run an 
autotuner on the M-700) to only 6V. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3: The back of the Richter & Co. S-
700, with mysterious “SCR” connector. 
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In the meantime, I did a thorough cleaning of the radio, and a lot of work repainting the external case of the radio – 
which had been repainted at least twice before it became blue. A lot of rust was removed, and the mechanical aspects 
detailed—including removing a lot of salt and some rackmount rails on the radio. 

 

So, back to getting the radio on the air. Next was tackling transmit of the transceiver. After jury rigging up a micro-
phone, I did some transmit testing into a dummy load. The radio, in its current condition, would not transmit. Instead 
of transmitting, when pressing the microphone key, it would send audio to the speaker. Every time I hit “transmit” – 
instead of actual RF out the antenna, I heard some strange digital code, and then my input from the microphone. Back 
to the schematic. After hours of debugging and testing – and more mucking around with that extra connector – trans-
mit was working again. But, again a mystery – what the heck was that weird digital sound when the transmit button 
was pressed? Voila – within the radio, there was a third party, mystery board, connected to the transmit key and mic 
circuit! By clipping the power leads to that board, the weird digital sound disappeared, and I was confident enough that 
I could use the radio on the air. 

 

At this point, I wanted to try to figure out what was up with all the extra circuitry and what kind of radio this really was 
– because it was obviously not just a M-700. On the back of the radio was the label “Richter & Co.”  Assuming this was 
the distributor of the radio, I discovered that Richter & Co. was a European distributor of equipment—to the military! 
Suddenly, I had an inkling of what I had here. This wasn't just an off-brand or renamed, off the street Icom marine radio 
– this was something else! Then, it started falling into place. On the rear mystery connector, there was a label with 3 
letters on it: SCR. If this was a military radio, it would have the ability to connect to a voice scrambler or data equip-
ment! A trace of those random coax cables confirmed – indeed, they pulled signals on and off receive and transmit to 
that rear power, undoubtedly for a scrambler or data equipment! The extra board – I am guessing – must have been 
some kind of military identification encoder. A search online for “Richter & Co. S-700” uncovered exactly one mention 
on the Internet – a lawsuit against Icom by Motorola, contesting a U.S. Army contract award in West Germany to Rich-
ter & Co. for an HF radio. Motorola protested that the specifications for that contract specifically prohibited active 
cooling (i.e. a fan) in the radio for that contract. Icom apparently won the lawsuit after convincing the authorities in the 
case that the cooling fan in the radio did not turn on during normal operation, but only if the radio was approaching 
overheating. So I did have a old surplus military radio! That also would explain the strange switch to turn out the lights 
(military “black out” mode!) and the dimmer (to dim outboard equipment lights.) 

 

The only question: where was this used by the U.S. military? 

 

Fast Forward: Some More Clues To The Mystery, Uncovered 

 

Fast forward to the end of March – just a few days ago, a random comment appeared on the YouTube video of the S-
700, from OV1BCN, who says he was using these radios in 1992 when he was working in Somalia for the UNHCR 
(United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.)  According to OV1BCN, the S-700 radio he had was used in scan 
mode during the night for receiving messages via automating ARQ (Automatic Repeat Request used in data error cor-
rection), except when the S-700 was used during the Blackhawk Down incident to relay information from employees in 
Mogadishu to the UN's headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya. 

For those students of history, the United Nations was actually a key player in the battle that consumed Mogadishu in 
1993. The Untied Nations had entered Somalia in 1992, after hundreds of thousands of Somali residents had died after 
that country had devolved into civil war and clan warfare, in the Operation Provide Relief (UNOSOM – I) and Operation 
Provide Relief (UNOSOM – II) efforts. As part of UNOSOM-II, the United Nations ordered the arrest of Somali warlord  
Mohammed Farah Aidid, by U.S. Army Rangers. Those efforts directly precipitated the shootdown of the U.S. Black 
Hawk helicopters and the Battle of Mogadishu on October 3, 1993. There are some detailed recordings of the tactical 
radio transmissions in that battle (undoubtedly VHF or UHF on military frequencies) available online if you search for 
them. 
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Given the information from OV1BCN, it appears that the Icom S-700—radios like this one-- were involved in the infa-
mous Black Hawk Down incident. Could the strange blue paint job—the U.N. peacekeepers are known for their blue 
hats, equipment, and vehicles--indicate this might have been one of the radios used by U.N. Forces in the incident (or 
was that just a paint job by a past owner to match his boat)?  Were other Icom S-700's deployed by the U.S. Army 
Rangers during the same period? Whatever the case—it's the fascinating story of how a broken HF transceiver on eBay 
traced its way back to Black Hawk Down. 

*KK6FUT has since sold the mystery Icom radio, ready to move on to the next project! 

 

Many of you may remember the January meeting when some drop-in maritime ham visitors 

were between ports and decided to attend the CVARC meeting.  They had a question about an 

obscure maritime HF radio they owned that also operated on the ham bands.  They didn’t know 

how to work it and neither did anyone else, let alone had anyone seen that type radio.  EXCEPT—

Ben-KK6FUT was quite familiar with their radio, the civilian version of the Icom HF radio just 

mentioned in this article.  He was able to get their radio working, explain it to them, and let 

them get under way and return to the high seas with an operational HF radio.   -Ed.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What’s Up with QUA and the Newsletter? 

The question recently came up about what is QUA, what does it mean, and why is it in the newsletter masthead.   The 
simple answer is that QUA is a Q-signal meaning “news.”   

Q-signals have been around for many years and used as abbreviations for common radio traffic phrases.  In the days of 
strictly CW, it could take a relatively long time to bang out a question or answer that could be sent in just three letters.   

Substitutes for long phrases date back to the original telegraph days when numbers were used as abbreviations for 
phrases.   Even using numbers can get long after a while.  A lot more phrases can be substituted with letters.  

When ships and aircraft used only CW, hundreds of Q-signals were developed and used for everything from take-off 
time, bearing to target, or altitude reporting.   

For ham radio, our Q-signals have been reduced to  a few dozen in common use.  We know them as short cuts in our 
conversations.  Special ones are used for nets.  Strictly speaking, Q-signals are supposed to be used on CW while plain 
language is used on voice.  But who doesn’t use the words QSL, QTH, QRZ, or QSB along with QRM and QRN and many 
others when talking with one another to describe certain things?  

Still in use and still useful, Q-signals save time.  Knowing them makes us better operators.   

The ARRL lists the most common Q-signals , Q-signals for nets,  and other common abbreviations.  

 http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%2520Service/fsd218.pdf 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

License Training Announced, Technician Class 

Zak-N6PK and Tim-K6POI have announced the next ham radio license training for the entry level Technician Class.  The 
five session training will begin on May 7 and continue for the following four Saturdays.   

Morse code is not required.  The Technician Class license grants privileges on the popular VHF and UHF bands.  

Training will be at the Community Room of the East County Sheriff’s Station (same as club meetings) between 9 a.m. 
and 1 p.m.  The goal is to have students ready for the June 12 VE testing session.   

CVARC sponsors the training. There is no cost for the training, but purchase of study and training material is required.  

Contact Zak-N6PK for more information.  

 n6pk@arrl.net  

 

http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%2520Service/fsd218.pdf
mailto:n6pk@arrl.net
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      General Information about the Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club, CVARC 
 

CVARC is a Special Service Club (SSC)  
The Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club is an ARRL affiliated Special Service Club. To be recognized by the ARRL as a Spe-
cial Service Club, the club must regularly show that it is actively involved in certain areas, including:  New Ham Develop-
ment and Training, Public Relations, Emergency Communications, Technical Advancement, and Operating Activities.  
 

Meetings and Location 
Meetings are held on the third Thursday of every month, except December. The meeting location is the Community 
Room at the East County Sheriff Station, 2101 E. Olsen Road, Thousand Oaks. Meetings start at 7:30 p.m. with a pre-
meeting social and technical assistance session beforehand or as announced. Meetings are open to the public, and 
members are encouraged to bring  friends.  
 
Visitors are always welcome at our monthly meetings, and we do not pressure newcomers to join. If, however, you 
would like to support the club and its activities by becoming a member then we will be pleased to have you join.  
 

CVARC Membership Rates  
The simplest way to join (or to renew) is to give a check bearing your name and address to the Treasurer in person or 
by mail. Make the check payable to “CVARC” and please put your call sign and email address on the memo line. 
 
Current annual rates are:  Regular Membership $25. Family Membership $30. Special discounts are available for new 
members (licensed in the last 12 months) $10. Full-time Students $10. Regular members renewing for multiple years 
$20/year. Family members renewing for multiple years $25/year.  An application to join is found on the club website.  
 
Name, call sign, or address changes may be e-mailed to the Treasurer.  
 

QUA CVARC 
“QUA CVARC” is the club newsletter published monthly, not later than the Monday preceding the CVARC club meeting, 
by the Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club, AA6CV, PO Box 2093, Thousand Oaks, CA 91358-2093.  
 
Opinions expressed in articles in this newsletter are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of 
the club, its board, or its members.  

 

Tax Deductible Donations to CVARC 
CVARC is an IRS-certified 501(c)3 charitable organization and donations are deductible pursuant to IRS rules. If you 
have working radio equipment or ancillary equipment that you can and wish to donate to the club, please contact one 
of the board members and we will be happy to talk to you about the process to help fund and grow CVARC.  
 
We cannot accept certain donations, and have to place some restrictions on them such as, no hazardous materials, 
nothing we could not sell, etc.  If you are interested in donating, contact any board member at a meeting or via email. 
 
Many companies will either grant or match employee’s gifts to non-profit organizations like CVARC.  Please determine 
if your company is among these and contact a board member for more details.  
 

 
For the current list of CVARC officers together with their contact information, please visit the club’s web-site at 
http://www.cvarc.org.   You may view past newsletters on the website. 


