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NEWS FROM CVARC

President’s Message
Brad Ormsby, W6VO

We have been contacted by Dick
Norton, Director and Marty Woll,
Vice-Director, ARRL Southwestern
Division about the following legisla-
tion which we as Amateur Radio Op-
erators should consider.

Two important pieces of ARRL legis-
lation remain stuck in the House
Energy & Commerce Committee de-
spite the Senate version having been
passed unanimously last December.
Vice-Director Marty Woll N6VI met
last month with the Committee
Chairman, Rep. Henry Waxman, and
got his agreement to move the bill
forward, but we have yet to see any
action and time is running critically
short. If there's to be any hope of
passage this year, we need you to
write to Rep. Waxman as soon as
possible. You can fax a copy to The
Honorable Henry A. Waxman, 2204
Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515, Attention:
Patricia Delgado, Chief of Staff at
Fax: 202-225-4099. You can send a
copy via ARRL's Washington D.C.
representative, John Chwat, 625 Sla-
ters Lane, Suite 103, Alexandria, VA
22314 for hand delivery, which by-
passes the slow Capitol Hill mailroom
screening process.

President’s Message, continued on page 2
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August Meeting Several
Speakers on “Conejo Valley
Radio Repeater Systems”

This month’s meeting will feature
presentations by several area organi-
zations that operate ham radio repea-
ter systems within the Conejo Valley
and other parts of Ventura and Los
Angeles County. These repeater sys-
tems normally are located atop hills
or other tall structures. They receive
signals from low power radios tran-
sceivers, such as car mobile or hand-
held units, and retransmit them for
wide coverage communication. With-
out repeater systems, communication
from such lower power mobile and
handheld radios is limited to short dis-
tance. These repeater systems be-
come invaluable during emergency
and disaster situations.

As always, the CVARC club meeting
is held on the third Thursday of the
month at the East County Sheriff Sta-
tion located at:

2101 East Olsen Road
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

The East County Sheriff Station facili-
ty is just off of the 23 freeway be-
tween Thousand Oaks and Simi Val-
ley. We look forward to seeing you
there.

Quick Announcements

CVARC Picnic Aug 21st
ARRL SW Division Convention Sept 17 - 19
New Ham Class (Wed. Nights) Sept 29™
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President’s Message, continued from front page...

The study called for by S.1755 and HR2160 is a
key step in getting relief for hams unable to put
up antennas due to private deed restrictions (al-
though we are not advertising that fact in our
communications with Congress) and addressing
other impediments to effective Amateur Radio
involvement in disaster communications. Please
take the time now to send your letter. If you have
any questions please contact Dan Henderson,
N1ND at ARRL Headquarters at 860-594-0236 or
you can contact Dick Norton, Director

Marty Woll, Vice-Director, ARRL Southwestern
Division.

The Potluck Picnic in the park will on August
21st at Conejo Community Park located at: 1175
Hendrix Ave, Thousand Oaks. Please sign up at
the meeting so we know how much food to buy.
Please bring family and friends to enjoy the fun
and fellowship.

This year we are planning on another day in the
Park on October 16th. This one will be a time to
set up and test your portable radio stations, build
antennas and the like. We are have schedule
this on the same day as "Jamboree On The Air"
with hopes that we may encourage some local
Boy Scouts to join us and learn more about ra-
dio. Greg Lane, K7SDW will be available for the
Scouts in obtaining their Merit Badges. Please
schedule the date and come out and have fun.

Our last "Shack Tour" at Bruce Elbert, K6ZB
QTH was a real treat. His station is set up to be
operated just about anywhere in the World, as-
suming he has an internet connection. Thanks
you Bruce for opening your shack and sharing it
with us. If you would like to host a "Shack Tour",
please let me know so it can be scheduled.

Remember..."BE RADIO ACTIVE”
Brad, W6VO

Dinner with the Club Speaker
Phil Bartlett, KEBUJO

Harold’s Restaurant at 2440 Thousand Oaks
Blvd, T.O. has been locally owned and operated
since 1961. Harold’s is famous for their Ome-

lettes and breakfast specialties, however they
have a full menu including burgers, hot dogs,
strips, sandwiches, torta’s, soups, salads, Mex-
ican specialties, and pasta. | was in there tonight
and they are looking forward to our visit. Harold
passed 10 years ago and Chef Fernando Marti-
nez is keeping up the tradition of hospitality and
good food. The menu is extensive with almost all
of the items at $10.00 or less. A separate Kid’s
menu is available. Maps and menus can be
found at www.eatatharolds.com. (805)230-3147

Join us at 5:30 pm before the meeting on Thurs-
day, 19 August, for talk and fellowship. Our
guest speaker will be there and share in the dis-
cussion. Invite your friends to join us. It is a great
time to get to know the people in our community.

If you have any questions, e-mail or call, Phil at
Peb@peb.net or 805.300.3045. Suggestions for
future locations would be greatly appreciated.

N6ZE Certifies Gary Mitchelson,
N3JPU, For 6 Meter VUCC Award At
500 Grid Level

On 02 August 2010, Pete Heins, N6ZE, an ARRL
VUCC Field Checker, certified Gary Mitchelson,
N3JPU, of Davidsonville, MD (Grid FM-18) for
VHF/UHF Century Club (VUCC) at 500 grids
confirmed on 6 meters. Pete verified 67 newly
worked grids in Europe, North America, and Cen-
tral America for Gary.

Previously in July 2000, Pete signed N3JPU off
for a total of 206 grids and in August 2001 he
signed N3JPU off for a total of 300 grids con-
firmed in the VUCC Award program.

(A grid square is 1 degree of latitude by 2 de-
grees of longitude.) In the mid-latitudes, this is
about 60 nm by 60nm (69 sm by 69 sm).

The ARRL's VUCC Award System is in use
throughout the world on all bands above 50 MHz.
An initial award on 6 or 2 meters requires QSLed
contacts in 100 different grids. Higher bands re-
quire fewer grids to be worked for the VUCC
award. For details, please see
http://www.arrl.org.
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In order to be an ARRL VUCC Field Checker or
Worked All States HF Awards Manager, is is ne-
cessary to belong to an ARRL Special Service
Club such as CVARC.

Club Member Receives “Rare”
Certification

CVARC member Pete Heins, N6ZE, of Thousand
Oaks recently received an ARRL "Worked All
States Award" (W.A.S.) with 50 MHz Endorse-
ment. This is only the 1348th W.A.S. Award to be
issued for 6 meters. In June, Pete finally worked
lowa for state number 50 on 6 meters after many
years of operating from Thousand Oaks. Use of a
combination of Sporadic E, Tropo, and F-2 prop-
agation modes was needed to work all states
solely on 6 meters.

Peter S. Heins, N6ZE

has submitted confirmation of having conducted two way communication
with amateur stations in each of the states constituting the
/1\ United States of America.
Y

\
v ARRBL ZiizEsnaase 1,348 16-Jul-10
:

2010 CVARC Annual Picnic
Brad Ormsby, W6VO

This year our Picnic will be at Dover and Hen-
dricks Park, also known as, Conejo Community
Park located at: 1175 Hendrix Ave., Thousand
Oaks CA 91360. This will be a pot luck picnic
and there will be a sign up going around at the
next meeting. Please sign up and bring the fami-
ly and have fun. Special entertainment will be
provided by Hugh Bosma, he will be performing
and teaching the techniques of doing back flips
and one arm pushups, something you don't want
to miss. The Club will provide the hamburgers
and hotdogs as usual, so get there early to get
your order in. Speaking of time, this event will
take place at 11 am to 3 pm, or when ever Hugh
finishes his classes. Hugh has indicated that if
his classes end on time, he will explain his
process of splitting atoms, one of his favorite
pastimes.

July Contesting Events
Greg Lane, K7SDW

Not much for HF contesting in August but
September you can work as many amateur
stations in as many different 2 degrees x 1
degree grid squares as possible using authorized
frequencies above 50 MHz. Foreign stations
work W/VE amateurs only. This is called ARRL
VHF QSO Party. Go to www.arrl.org for all the
rules, etc.

73 de Greg

Boy Scout Jamboree on the Air (JOTA)
Neil Waybright, AF6CD

Our intrepid Operations Chair Greg Lane is making
preparations for JOTA this fall (OCTOBER 16-17,
2010). Several troops have expressed interest this
time and we will be looking for operators.

We have the JOTA flyer on the CAVRC website at
http://www.cvarc.org/JOTA 2010 _info.pdhd will
have more information next month on the plans
once we have confirmation back on the site we are
trying to obtain.

Packet Radio and Outpost - What

It's All About
Mike D’Amore — N6 MDA

Packet radio offers something different from other
facets of Amateur Radio. It can be used for every-
thing from a local QSO, for electronic mail, mes-
sage transmission, emergency communications, or
just plain tinkering in the world of digital communi-
cations. It presents a new opportunity for those
tired of the QRM on the low bands, a new mode for
those already on FM, and a better, faster means of
message handling for those on RTTY. Packet ra-
dio, when combined with the Outpost packet mes-
sage manager software from Jim Oberhofer
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KN6PE, becomes a very usefully tool for text mes-
sage communication for our Ventura County Aux-
iliary Communication Service (ACS) organization.

A ham can easily get involved with a relatively
small out-of-pocket expense. All you need is a
transceiver, a computer, and a TNC. A two-meter
rig is preferred, since that's where most of the
packet activity is located. In our ACS Area 2 packet
systems, we do use 223.580 MHz for our prime
frequency; however our system is equipped with
several Kantronics KAM-XL TNC units that allow
for cross-banding to 145.650 MHz. You probably
already have the rig and the computer, so all you
need to buy is the TNC. The unit that is utilized
throughout our Area 2 emergency operations cen-
ters is the Kantronics KPC-3+which costs around
$200.

The KPC-3+ TNC, the Terminal Node Controller, is
a "little black box" that's wired between the com-
puter and the radio. It contains software for control-
ling the outgoing and incoming transmissions for
your station and a modem that converts the data
from the computer into AFSK tones for transmis-
sion, and changes the tones that are received by
the radio into data for the computer. The TNC
modem works much like a cable modem that's
used to connect your computer to the internet. It's
a simple matter of wiring up a plug and a couple of
jacks to become fully operational on packet.
Packet is communications between people either
direct or indirect. You can work "keyboard to key-
board" or use electronic mailboxes or bulletin board
systems to leave messages. The data that is to be
transmitted is collected in the TNC and sent as
bursts, or packets, of information, hence the name.
Each packet has the call sign or address of who it's
going to, who it's coming from and the route be-
tween the two stations, along with the message da-
ta and error checking information. There is time be-
tween packets for several stations to be using the
same frequency at the same time.

If all of this sounds confusing, don't let it bother
you, because the TNC and the Outpost packet
message manager software does most things for
you automatically. Packet radio might be new to
you at first, but in a day or two you'll be in there
with the best of them. If you can send an e-mail us-

ing Microsoft Outlook or a similar e-mail client, you 73 de Greg

can easily learn to use packet radio and Outpost. If

you are a Ventura County Area 2 ACS member, |
teach a course on Tuesday evenings at the East
County Sheriff's station. The Outpost packet mes-
sage manager software is available for free down-
load at: http://www.outpostpm.org/

For those readers who are interested in the learn-
ing more about packet, would like to take a class or
get a copy of the listing of the packet stations oper-
ating at our Area 2 EOCs, please contact me at:
N6MDA@arrl.ne

*Thanks to Larry Kenney, WB9LOZ for information used in this article.

Welcome to New Members

The club board would like to welcome Dale Whi-
taker - KJI6JEK, John (Jack) Rager AF6XS, Brian
Ginn - KC7UQD, Tom Palmer - KJ6JDV, and Ro-
berta Morowitz - KIGNNE as new CVARC mem-
bers. If you run into Dale, Jack, Brian, Tom and
Roberta at the club meeting greet them warmly and
welcome them to CVARC...

CW Class Note
Greg Lane K7SDW

First Last Call

John Love K6ARA
Barry Stephens  AF6XT
Eric Peterson WBG6PYK
Neil Waybright AF6CD
Diane  Wainwood KJ6JEJ
Jack Rager KJ6HDB
Alan Trimble AF6RQ
Terry Newman  AEG6JR
Byron Hesser KJ6CRK
David Singer KIGYVI
Joe Partlow W6JWP
Brad Ormsby wevO

The above are enrolled for CW class at Greg's,
K7SDW, qth. If you want to get into the “swing” of
things, check the newsletter next month for fre-
quencies that the group may be working to improve

their CW.

Tnx.
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September Speaker - Mary Bothwell,
AG6MB on “Satellite Communications
under the Southern Skies, or Lions,
Rhinos, and Wildebeest, Oh My!”

It is possible to take amateur radio on vacation
without having to wonder where you'll be string-
ing your HF antenna. After all, if you've already
packed a couple of digital cameras, lenses, MP3
player, cell phones, chargers, computer, what
difference is an HT and an satellite antenna
going to add to the electronics load in your small
carry-on day pack? (Don’t put anything in your
small checked suitcase that you ever want to see
again, especially when traveling to the Third
World.)

This talk will chronicle guest licensing in Namibia
and South Africa, how to become the most popu-
lar operator on AO51 and how to be even more
popular the next time, and show a lot of great
pictures of animals and scenery in Namibia (V51)
and wildflowers in South Africa (ZS) from a driv-
ing trip she and Graham (AF6QR) took in August,
2009. As a coda, operations from Australia, es-
pecially Lord Howe Island (VK9L), in October,
2009, will be shown. And, it will all be done in 45
minutes!

Mary Bothwell, AG6MB, was granted her General
License on January 2, 2008, followed by Extra
Class in April, 2008. She found that VHF/UHF
satellite communicating was a quick way to get

Name:
Call Sign:
Class:
Address:
City, ST Zip
Tel: (
E-Mail:
ARRL Member expiration date (on QST label)

) -

ACS #
Date:
Family Membership: Names/Calls

ARES#
Update Roster Only?

Send Information/Application to:
Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club
P.O. Box 2093

Thousand Oaks, CA 91358-2093

on the air outside of the local repeater. She spent
34 years at NASA'’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory
working primarily with remote sensing instrumen-
tation for space missions. Now retired, Mary is
busy with church work, the Philanthropic Educa-
tional Organization (P.E.O. - providing educa-
tional opportunities for women), and plan-

ning independent trips to far-flung locations in the
world.

New Renewal

Single Membership - $25

Multi-year ___years @ $20=__

New Ham (licensed in last 12 months) - $10
Single Membership, Full-Time Student $10
Family Membership - $30 __ (Multi-year $25/year)
ARRL Membership Renewal (include ARRL form)$
AD Space (2x3) One Year (member) - $35

AD Space (2x3) One Year (non-Member) - $75
Total Enclosed $

Cash Check Number

Interested in License Upgrades?
Joining ARES/ACS?
Disaster Action Team?

Obtain a HAM License?
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August Program

Everything you want to know about our Local Repeates and more..

You will be able to hear and learn from the loegdeater owners and or Members about the
repeater organizations of standalone repeaterdirdwdl repeaters systems. This meeting will
be very helpful in understanding how a repeatek&@as well as how a very complex repeater
system operates. It will be a full meeting of was presentations that you don't want to miss.
The following is a list of repeater systems andgpeakers scheduled. | have included Web site
information you want to research the systems furthe
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Ventura County ACS/ARES Times & Frequencies
Area 2 ACS/ARES members are encouraged to check in every Tuesday night at 7:00pm on the Area 2 check-in nets.

Area Time Mode Frequency Shift PL Repeater/Notes
Area 1 7:00-7:30 pm Voice 147.930 - 127.3 AD6SV
Area 2 7:00-7:30 pm Voice 146.850 - 94.8 K6AER/Grissom
Area 2 7:10-7:30 pm Voice 224.700 - 156.7 K6HB
Area 2 7:10-7:30 pm Voice 449.440 - 131.8 WB6AMG/Amgen
Area 2 (Simplex) Voice 146.445 None None Simplex
Area 2 (Backup Repeater) Voice 147.885 - 127.3 NeéBdzo”
Area 3 7:15-7:30 pm Voice 147.915 - 127.3 WB6ZTQ
Area 4 7:15-7:30 pm Voice 146.970 - 127.3 WB6YQN
Area 5 7:00-7:30 pm Voice 145.400 - None N6FL

Area 6/7 7:00-7:30 pm Voice 147.975 - 127.3 NeVUY
Area 8 7:00-7:30 pm Voice 146.385 + 127.3 South.Mtn
County 7:30-8:00 pm Voice 146.880 - 127.3 WAGZTT
County 6:45-7:00 pm Voice 52.980 - 825 K6SMR
County 7:30-8:00 pm Voice 224.020 - 127.3 WB6ZTR
County Before 6:30 pm Packet 145.650 None None it dpet
County (ACS Simplex) Voice 147.570 None None Simple

Net Control operations for the weekly ACS/ARES Afea
check-in are run from the ACS/ARES communicatiogster
at East County Sheriff Station (on Olsen Road) eVeresday
starting at 7:00pm.

Visitors are welcome and have the opportunity terafe the
station. Please contact Gino Spinelli, KI6DJV @5B529-
6101 if you would like to attend.

For questions concerning ACS/ARES, please calhiiea 2
Emergency Coordinator, Jerry Goldman, KC6JSO & )80
405-8213 or go to the ACS/ARES section of the CVARED-
site at http://www.cvarc.org.

ACS members should remember that their ACS caisbiged
for only two years. When your card is due to expplease
call Jerry B. Goldman KC6JSO (805) 405-8213 or }80%3-
0076 Office. Jerry works with OES on a regularibasd will
track your renewal to ensure that you receive ymuw badge
in the shortest possible time. You will need tonptete a Vo-
lunteer Update form for your renewal. Jerry withal this
form to you 45 days prior to your ACS card expoatdate.
Please make sure that Jerry has your correct ehdiess at all
times.

2010 CVARC Officers
President..........ccccccoovvvvnneennn. Brad Ormsby ...........cccvvvveen. WBVO.....cccvvveeeeen (818) 991-1130........cccuuueeee bormsby@sbcglobal.net
Vice President....................... Rob Hanson ..........cccccuveeeen. W6RH ... (805) 376-9350....ccccciiiiiiiiiiaeaeiiins rob@wé6rh.com
SecCretary .....cooeevevveeeeiieeeenns Eric Peterson..................... WB6PYK .................. (805) 479-9953.................. erxpeterson@gmail.com
Treasurer ......cceeeevceeeeeeeeene Dave Morton...........cccceeeeee.. W7DMM ......ccoeeeeen. (805) 495-3920....cccceiiiiiiiiieaaanne dmorton@rain.org
Public Relations.................... Mike D’Amore.........ccccceeene.. N6MDA .......cccceeeen. (805) 496-1073....... mike.damore@roadrunner.com
Technical ..........cooccieieeeene. Bill WillCOX ...vevveeeiiiiiiieeee KF6JQO .....coeeviee (805) 657-0351....ccccceveiane. wlinport@pacbell.net
Operations .........ccccveeeeeeenene Greg Lane .......cccccceeeiinineenn. K7SDW ....ccooviiinee. (805) 498-0454 .......cceeeiiinn k7sdw@verizon.net
Newsletter Editor .................. Neil Waybright...................... AFBCD.....ccceveeeis (805) 517-2962.....cccceeviiiiriiieaeeeiinins afécd@arrl.net
Education........cccccceevvivvinnennn. Todd Kleopfer.......ccccceeenn. KDERCM.......ccccceee... (805) 844-8708........ccceevvvriiieaaannns knightl@rmi.net
Social....cccveieeieeiieiei e Phil Bartlett..............cccvvvveen.. KBUJO......eeveveeeis (805) 499-6935.......ccceiiiiiiiieeeeeiiie peb@peb.net
Member at Large .................. Hugh Bosma............cccuvveeee... AEBYC....coovevieeis (805) 498-1987....cceeeeeeiiiiriiieaeeen, hrbcrb@aol.com
Member at Large .................. Charlie Pember ................... KGBCLT ...cceveiene (805) 495-6701.....ccceeeeiiiiaan. cpember@aol.com

CVARC is recognized by the ARRL as a Special

New Ham Development and Training

Service Club (SSC). To be a part of the ARRL'’s
Special Service Club program, the club must
regularly show that it is actively involved in cer-
tain areas, including:

Public Relations

Emergency Communications
Technical Advancement
Operating Activities
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Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club
PO Box 2093
Thousand Oaks, CA 91358-2093

Address Correction Requested
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CVARC Online

For up-to-date information and back issues of newsletters, please visit the CVARC Web Site
at http://www.cvarc.org. In addition to visiting the Web site, you may like to join the CVARC
Yahoo Group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CVARCDiscussion/

The Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club is an ARRL affi- “News from CVARC” is published monthly
liated Special Service Club. Meetings are held on the (on the Monday preceding the CVARC club meeting)
third Thursday of every month, except December. The by the Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club, AA6CV
meeting location is the Community Room at The East PO Box 2093, Thousand Oaks, CA 91358-2093.
County Sheriff Station, 2101 E Olsen Road, Thousand It is mailed free of charge to all members.
Oaks. Meetings start at 7:30pm with a pre-meeting so-
cial and technical assistance session from 6:30 to Opinions expressed in articles in this newsletter are
7:30pm. Meetings are open to the public, and members those of the authors and do not necessarily represent
are encouraged to bring their friends. the views of the club, its Board, or its members.

CVARC Membership Rates

Visitors are always welcome at our monthly meetings, and we do not pressure newcomers to join. If, however, you
would like to support the club and its activities by becoming a member then we will be very pleased.

The simplest way to join (or to renew) is to write us a check bearing your address, and give or send it to our Treasur-
er. Make the check payable to “CVARC” and please put your call sign and/or email address, if you have one, on the
memo line of your check. Name, Call sign, or Address changes may be emailed to the Treasurer.

Current annual rates are: Regular Membership: $25. Family Membership: $30. Special discounts are available for;
New members just licensed: $10. Full-time Students: $10. Regular members renewing for multiple years: $20/year.



