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President’s Message 
Brad Ormsby, WA6GLE 

 
This month I will be on vacation and 
will miss our meeting.  Rob Hanson, 
W6RH will be running our meeting, so 
you will be in for another informative 
and fun meeting. 
 
For all the D-Star  users and what-to-
be users, I just got an ID-1, which is a 
1.2 Ghz Analog and Digital radio, 
made by, Icom, of course.  I have not 
had time to get it programmed as of 
yet, but plan to shortly.  If anyone has 
already programmed their ID-1 radio, 
please let me know and I will pick 
your brains.  I was forced into buying 
a 1.2 Ghz handheld radio about 30 
years ago by none other than your 
past President, Greg Lane, K7SDW.  
We had lots of fun with them, be sure 
to ask Greg about his beam antenna 
mounted on his handheld.  Since 
then, I  losted touch with the activity 
on 1.2 Ghz and now I look forward to 
learn what is new and available in our 
area.  I do know that Saddle Peak 
has a 1.2 Ghz Digital Repeater and 
Data port which is part of the Papa 
System.  I am looking forward to ex-
perimenting using the internet access 
over 1.2 Ghz Data port and learning 
all about the radio capabilities.  More 
to come next month, so stay tuned.  
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May Club Meeting 
"New Ham Radio Products" 

 

CVARC's May speaker is Eric Chris-
tensen, KA6IHT manager of the Bur-
bank Ham Radio Outlet (HRO).  He 
will be speaking to us on new ham 
radio products.   Eric will bring sam-
ples of the latest hardware and dem-
onstrate items you may have been 
reading (and dreaming) about in the 
magazines.  
 
Eric is an experienced ham, and is 
often heard on repeaters around 
Southern California. He is one of the 
few HRO employees who has been 
selected to represent that organiza-
tion at the busy Dayton Hamvention 
for the past several years.  
 
Come and listen to what's new and 
exciting in ham radio and perhaps get 
a "sneak preview" of new products 
that may be in the pipeline.  
 
Eric and the HRO in Burbank has 
been a long-time supporter of the 
club.  Come see Eric, and visit them 
at the store at 1525 West Magnolia 
Blvd, Burbank, CA 9506 818-842-
1786 (burbank@hamradio.com) 
 
As always, the CVARC club meeting 
is held on the third Thursday of the 
month at the East County Sheriff Sta-
tion located at: 
 
2101 East Olsen Road 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 
 
The East County Sheriff Station facili-
ty is just off of the 23 freeway be-
tween Thousand Oaks and Simi Val-
ley.  We look forward to seeing you 
there.  
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President’s Message, continued from front page… 
 

Field Day is just around the corner, June 26 & 
27.  Please consider participating this year.  Our 
Operations Chair this year is Greg Lane, 
K7SDW.  He is organizing this year's event and 
needs your support.  If you have never been a 
part of the Field Day Experience, I offer you a fun 
time , an opportunity to meet new friends and 
learn more about Amateur Radio.  Field Day is 
not just for "Old Timers", it is for everyone.  You 
can come out for a hour or stay for the day or the 
whole weekend.  If you are newer to Amateur 
Radio and what to learn more, please see Greg 
Lane, and he will fill you in on all the details.  
Your family and friends are more than welcome 
to come share the Field Day fun too.  
 
Remember our regular Club Meetings for May 
will be in the Cafeteria at our normal location at 
the East County Sheriff Station.  Please remem-
ber to wear your name badge and if you have an 
ACS badge you can wear that as well, since we 
will be escorted into the station to the Cafeteria.  
In June we will be back in our regular room.  
Thanks for your understanding. 
 
This month our "Radio Minute" will be presented 
by Todd Keopfer, KD6RCM-in charge of Educa-
tion for CVARC and he will be giving us a brief 
summary of how IRLP works using the Amgen 
repeater.    
 
This month we do not have a "Shack Tour" 
planned.  If you would like to host a "Shack 
Tour", please let me know so it can be sche-
duled.  Next month we are hoping to tour the 
Thousand Oaks City Hall Station and then the 
following month a special trip to the Amgen sta-
tion.  Stay Tuned! 
 
Did anyone make any EME contacts last month 
using the Arecibo Observatory Amateur Radio 
Club moon bounce schedule, if so please share 
with the members at the May Meeting. 
 
Remember...”BE RADIO ACTIVE” 
Brad, W6VO 
 
 

 
 

Dinner with the Club Speaker 
Phil Bartlett, K6UJO 

 

It's Vietnamese at Pho So 1 in Simi Valley.  Pho 
(a beef or chicken stock-based noodle soup) plus 
a variety of delicious entrees and sides are avail-
able at amazingly low prices.  Pho So 1 is lo-
cated at 2837 Cochran Street, Simi Valley, CA 
93065-2766, Tel: (805) 306-1868.  It is in the 
shopping center at the corner of Cochran and 
Sycamore where Mervyns once stood, near the 
CVS Pharmacy.  

Join us at 5:30 pm before the meeting on Thurs-
day, 20 May, for a taste of the delicious Viet-
namese dining along with some fellowship. We 
have invited our guest speaker to be there and 
share in the discussion. Invite your friends to join 
us. It is a great time to get to know the people in 
our community.  

If you have any questions, email or call, Phil at 
Peb@peb.net or 805.300.3045.  
 
 

Job Opening �
Brian Rasnow 

 

After 7 years, Tom, our Foreman will be moving 
on. This could be an ideal job for a mature ham 
enthusiast.  Please circulate. Thanks!  
 

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT  

Ranch foreperson 
  
Seeking a live-in ranch foreperson/family to run a 
200-acre family-owned ranch in Eastern Ventura 
County, Southern California, in the scenic Santa 
Monica Mountains. Owners’ family lives full-time 
on the ranch, whose primary business is licens-
ing telecommunication facilities located on the 
ranch. In addition, the ranch has ~200 fruit-
bearing trees producing year-round crops, from 
citrus to exotic fruits. 

Duties include: 1) maintenance of infrastructure 
including dirt roads, wells and irrigation systems, 
communication systems, equipment, buildings, 
and orchards; 2) supervision of other ranch staff 
and contractors, including scheduling of work 
hours and security; 3) collaborating with owners 
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on new projects to diversify and improve the 
ranch. 

Desired skills include an understanding of plumb-
ing, electrical, and mechanical systems sufficient 
to troubleshoot and perform basic repairs; expe-
rience operating tractors and grading; basic car-
pentry; computer proficiency; organic farming, 
horticulture, permaculture, sustainable agricul-
ture. 

Personality traits/characteristics are important for 
a successful fit, as the foreperson will be living in 
proximity with the owners and other workers on 
the ranch. Required traits include: honesty; re-
sponsibility; good organizational skills; manage-
ment skills; strong work ethic; and flexibility with 
scheduling. 

Compensation: 3 bedroom/2 bath home with 
ocean view, garden, fruit trees in a tranquil and 
secure setting. Salary negotiable. 

Contact: 

Tina Rasnow at tina@rasnowpeak.com  

Brian Rasnow at brian@rasnowpeak.com  
 

 
 

Welcome to New Members 
 

The club board would like to welcome Zak Co-
hen, N6PK and Mike Watts, KJ6HDD as new 
CVARC members.  If you run into Zak and Mike 
at the club meeting greet him warmly and wel-
come him to CVARC… 
 

 

Field Day 2010 Saturday Evening Meal 
 
Vern Potter, W6NCT sent an email around shar-
ing what we will be having for dinner Saturday 
night.  An email was sent to every single person 
who registered for the field-day event (http://tech. 
groups.yahoo. com/group/ VCARS_events/ polls) 
Here is the text of his email: 
 
“Ok, we've settled on a menu.  Most will be ca-
tered by Famous Dave's BBQ; with supplemental 
items provided by VCARS. 
 

The menu will include Texas beef brisket, Geor-
gia chopped pork, and Country-roasted chicken; 
corn bread muffins, potato salad, green salad; 
and of course Dave's famous "Drunkin Apples" 
(sliced, spiced, and baked in a yummy sauce).  
Beverages will include an assortment of sodas 
and bottled water; and a variety of desert items 
will be included. 
 
The price will be $15 for adults, $10 for children 
(under 16 years old); and toddlers (under 6 are 
free when accompanied by a paying adult).  You 
can either pay in advance or at the door (before 
the meal); but the LAST DAY to signup is June 
12th, 2010. 
 
Since the previous meal related polls were pri-
marily for the purpose of planning, THIS poll will 
serve as the OFFICIAL SIGN-UP for participating 
in the Saturday evening meal.  If you cannot sig-
nup using this poll (or have any questions); then 
please eMail Vern (W6NCT) at  
W6NCT@arrl.net", or call Vern (W6NCT) at (805) 
499-5457 between the hours of 6 and 9 PM.  A 
copy of this list (including any phone or eMail 
sign-ups) will be posted (periodically) in the 
FILES area of this Yahoo Group, and will serve 
as a confirmation of your reservation.  Please 
note that if you signup, you are responsible for 
paying for the indicated number of meals.” 
 
Folks, if you want to have dinner Saturday night 
at field day, please register at the events sight 
and complete the polls (typically one or two ques-
tions each). 
 

 

AMGEN REPEATER IRLP NODE 
Todd Kleopfer /KD6RCM 

 
There is a feature on a Ventura County repeater 
that allows you to talk all around the world with 
only a technician license!  An IRLP node has 
been connected to the Amgen W6AMG repeater 
at 449.440- pl 131.8. 

Node: 3785 
 
The IRLP, or Internet Radio Linking Project, uses 
Voice-over-IP software and hardware to connect 
to any other amateur radio repeater that has the 
same set-up. It is a worldwide network of dedi-
cated servers and nodes offering worldwide sta-
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ble voice communications to hundreds of towns 
and cities. 
 
One of the reasons we chose IRLP rather than 
Echolink is that you actually have to use a radio 
to connect to the node.  
 
The node also helps us connect to our other 
sites, using a reflector, through quarterly “On-Air 
nets”. Amgen Amateur Radio Club members in 
Colorado, Washington and Fremont, Ca. have 
participated. 
 
To use IRLP on the Amgen repeater or any other 
repeater that has IRLP, you need to know the 
node number of another repeater.  Either your 
friend can tell you the number or you can look it 
up on this list: 
 

http://status.irlp.net/index.php?PSTART=3 
 
Clicking on the Node ID link on the left side of the 
page will give you more information on the node 
and any special instru ctions. There are two con-
nection modes for an IRLP connection: Direct 
one-to-one, or one-to-many via a reflector. 
 
It is real easy to use IRLP.  There are only two 
basic commands to remember: 
 
            To connect to a node or a reflector, dial 
the 4-digit node number .  (I.E. 9990 for the 
Echo Reflector) 
            To disconnect from a node, dial 73.   
 
On this repeater, you will need to wait for the 
node to unkey before issuing a command. 
 
As a courteous operator, you will want to an-
nounce your call first, and ask if the node is in 
use.  If the node is currently connected, you may 
want to ask if it’s okay to disconnect.  If it’s not 
connected anywhere, announce that you’re con-
necting or controlling, then dial up the node you 
want to connect to.  If the node is already con-
nected somewhere, you’ll hear a friendly, auto-
mated voice that will say “You are currently con-
nected to node number XXXX.”  If nobody ob-
jects, just disconnect with a 73, and connect to 
the node you want to use. 
 

 
IRLP guidelines can be found at 
http://www.irlp.net/guidelines.html.  Everything 
you always wanted to know about IRLP can be 
found at http://www.irlp.net/.  
 
 
Talking on IRLP   
   
Before you communicate using IRLP 
please familiarize yourself with how using 
IRLP differs from using conventional repea-
ters.   

The most important guideline to re-
member is to leave a 2 second pause 
after pressing the PTT button as well as 
between transmissions.   Just as with any 
linking system, the IRLP is subject to some 
audio delays. These delays are caused by 
the amount of time digital information can 
take to be compressed and travel across 
the internet between the nodes and PL de-
coder boards on all of the participating re-
peaters. So the first thing to remember is to 
slow down and be patient. When in a con-
versation, remember to leave a second of 
dead air before speaking. Due to the timing 
issues with the system some nodes may 
require a longer period.  By leaving a pause 
between transmissions you   

·  allow users on other nodes a chance 
to check in  

·  allow other nodes time to send 
touch-tone commands to drop their 
node  

Here is a quick summary of DO'S and 
DON'TS:    

·  DO pause between transmissions to 
allow for control codes and to let 
others in.  

·  DO hold your microphone PTT for 
about 2 seconds  before talking to 
allow all systems time to rise.  

·  DO NOT rag-chew on your local re-
peater while connected to the Ref-
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lector.  

·  DO pause for 15 seconds after con-
necting to a Reflector to see if other 
stations are already talking.  

·  DO identify before sending DTMF 
command tones (and make sure 
your signal is good enough that you 
can reliably bring down any connec-
tion that you initiate).  

·  Remember: anything you do on 
an IRLP reflector can be heard on 
the participating linked repeaters 
around the world.   

 

 
Use of the node is available to all amateurs that 
can access the repeater. If you have a licensed 
friend in another state or country that has an 
IRLP node on their repeater give it a try. There 
are over 1000 nodes out there. 
 
Todd Kleopfer /KD6RCM 
Amgen Amateur Radio Club 
 

 

July Meeting Speaker Will be the Field 
Day Leadership Team 

CVARC's June meeting speaker will be the 
members of the Field Day Leadership Team with 
a discussion of the field day plans.   

Everybody is looking forward to the site maps, 
team compositions and placement, meal plans, 
parking arrangements and such.  Please join us 
to get all of the latest details. 
 

 

Field Day 2010 
Greg Lane, K7SDW 

 
The reason CVARC Board decided to work with 
VCARS for this year’s Field Day was to further 
the building of community relationships with other 
clubs.  The decision was made as a result of 
many years being invited and “doing our own 
thing, “and turning them down.  So, working with 
another club should benefit all in every aspect of 
what FD is about.  We will be guests at their site, 
but have been assured that we can have a 

CVARC team, band captain, etc., to be responsi-
ble for at least 2 FD Stations. It was apparent 
that PSK was desired for a band allocation, and 
we have KFJQO, Bill, willing to set up that sta-
tion, but he needs help and should be contacted 
as to what support is needed.  We still have other 
bands and opportunities to fill in as operators, 
computer loggers, visitor booth, and other needs 
to make FD fun for everyone. 
To sign up for FD this year the VCARS group has 
a web site used to poll and obtain information of 
the captains and participants as well as the Sat-
urday night “feast.”  You need to sign up so 
VCARS will know how much food to order. The 
point of contact for Band Captains should be 
made directly to Rick, KQ6NO, 
(rickt8@roadrunner.com), and other band posi-
tions in need of help are listed.  I received a pre-
liminary   listed of bands and participants have 
signed up so far.  This is not final and subject to 
“negotiations.” I encourage all CVARC members 
to “sign up” where they think they can help.   You 
may have been a “Captain” last year, so use your 
learning experience to team up with the “other 
Captain”, or organize your team to present to 
Rick for incorporation into the FD plan. 
There are many unknowns when setting up any 
FD operation and that goes without say-
ing…good stuff to learn by.  FD is an opportunity 
to learn about antenna erection, testing, and op-
eration as well as learning to use other radio 
equipment.  Rob, W6RH, will be assisting it set-
ting up the wireless system for computer logging.  
Our group did a GREAT job last year using this 
technique and kept the paper logging nightmare 
from issues of “I’ll turn in my log and dup sheets 
next week because I’m too tired now.”  So we 
hope to share this experience with VCARS group 
and other groups joining the N6R team. 
 
FD purpose is an attempt to exercise the ability 
to set up radio communication for a 24 to 48 hour 
emergency situation.  Of course we only operate 
24 hours and that at a minimum should mean 
three hams and three shifts.  When does that 
every happen?  Hopefully, you can see the im-
portance of “pre-planning.”  Figure out where you 
fit from set up Friday afternoon, Saturday 11 am 
operation through Sunday 11am shut down and 
the final tear down and clean up. 
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I hope through the CVARC Board decision this 
year that we have not “ruffled” any feathers.  In a 
real emergency all of us may be called upon to 
work together and it is about time we learn from 
each other how we go about the “business of FD 
planning and operation.” 
 
I also hope to see more CVARC members sign 
up.  If you need help, please email me for assis-
tance.  Phones still work and direct conversation 
is better than doing nothing if any issues or ques-
tions remain on your mind. 
 
Let’s Have A Great FD 
73 de Greg, CVARC Operational Chairman 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Name:_____________________________________ 
Call Sign: _______________ 
Class:_______________ 
Address:___________________________________ 
City, ST Zip_________________________________ 
Tel: (______)  _____ - ______ 
E-Mail: ____________________________________ 
ARRL Member expiration date (on QST label) 
_______ 
ACS # ___________ARES#_____________ 
Date:______________  Update Roster Only? ____ 
Family Membership: Names/Calls 
 

Send Information/Application to: 
Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club 
P.O. Box 2093 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91358-2093 

 
New Renewal 
Single Membership - $25 ____  
Multi-year ___years @ $20 = ____ 
New Ham or New Member - $10 ____ 
Single Membership, Full-Time Student $10 ____ 
Family Membership - $30 ____ 
ARRL Membership Renewal (include ARRL form) $ ____ 
AD Space (2x3) One Year (member) - $35 ____ 
AD Space (2x3) One Year (non-Member) - $75 ____ 
Total Enclosed $_________ 
Cash Check Number 
 
Interested in License Upgrades? _____________ 
Joining ARES/ACS? _____________ 
Disaster Action Team? _____________ 
Obtain a HAM License? _____________ 
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Ventura County ACS/ARES Times & Frequencies 
Area 2 ACS/ARES members are encouraged to check in every Tuesday night at 7:00pm on the Area 2 check-in nets. 

 
 

 
 

 
Area Time Mode Frequency  Shift  PL Repeater/Notes  

Area 1 7:00-7:30 pm Voice 147.930 - 127.3 AD6SV 

Area 2 7:00-7:30 pm Voice 146.850 - 94.8 K6AER/Grissom 

Area 2 7:10-7:30 pm Voice 224.700 - 156.7 K6HB 

Area 2 7:10-7:30 pm Voice 449.440 - 131.8 W6AMG/Amgen 

Area 2 (Simplex) Voice 146.445 None None Simplex 

Area 2 (Backup Repeater) Voice 147.885 - 127.3 N6JMI “Bozo” 

Area 3 7:15-7:30 pm Voice 147.915 - 127.3 WB6ZTQ 

Area 4 7:15-7:30 pm Voice 146.970 - 127.3 WB6YQN 

Area 5 7:00-7:30 pm Voice 145.400 - None N6FL 

Area 6/7 7:00-7:30 pm Voice 147.975 - 127.3 N6VUY 

Area 8 7:00-7:30 pm Voice 146.385 + 127.3 South Mtn. 

County 7:30-8:00 pm Voice 146.880 - 127.3 WA6ZTT 

County 6:45-7:00 pm Voice 52.980 - 82.5 K6SMR 

County 7:30-8:00 pm Voice 224.020 - 127.3 WB6ZTR 

County Before 6:30 pm Packet 145.650 None None Hospital Net 

County (ACS Simplex) Voice 147.570 None None Simplex 

 
Net Control operations for the weekly ACS/ARES Area 2 
check-in are run from the ACS/ARES communications center 
at East County Sheriff Station (on Olsen Road) every Tuesday 
starting at 7:00pm.  
 

Visitors are welcome and have the opportunity to operate the 
station. Please contact Gino Spinelli, KI6DJV at (805) 529-
6101 if you would like to attend. 
 

For questions concerning ACS/ARES, please call the Area 2 
Emergency Coordinator, Jerry Goldman, KC6JSO at (805) 
405-8213 or go to the ACS/ARES section of the CVARC web-
site at http://www.cvarc.org. 

ACS members should remember that their ACS card is issued 
for only two years.  When your card is due to expire, please 
call Jerry B. Goldman KC6JSO (805) 405-8213 or (805) 493-
0076 Office.  Jerry works with OES on a regular basis and will 
track your renewal to ensure that you receive your new badge 
in the shortest possible time.  You will need to complete a Vo-
lunteer Update form for your renewal.  Jerry will email this 
form to you 45 days prior to your ACS card expiration date.  
Please make sure that Jerry has your correct email address at all 
times.

 

2010 CVARC Officers 

President ............................... Brad Ormsby ........................ W6VO ..................... (818) 991-1130 .................. bormsby@sbcglobal.net 
Vice President ....................... Rob Hanson ......................... W6RH ..................... (805) 376-9350 ................................ rob@w6rh.com 
Secretary .............................. Eric Peterson ..................... WB6PYK .................. (805) 479-9953 .................. erxpeterson@gmail.com 
Treasurer .............................. Dave Morton ........................ W7DMM ................... (805) 495-3920 ............................ dmorton@rain.org 
Public Relations .................... Mike D’Amore ...................... N6MDA .................... (805) 496-1073 ....... mike.damore@roadrunner.com 
Technical .............................. Bill Willcox ........................... KF6JQO ................... (805) 657-0351 ....................... wlinport@pacbell.net 
Operations ............................ Greg Lane ........................... K7SDW .................... (805) 498-0454 ......................... k7sdw@verizon.net 
Newsletter Editor .................. Neil Waybright ...................... AF6CD ..................... (805) 517-2962 ................................. af6cd@arrl.net  
Education .............................. Todd Kleopfer ..................... KD6RCM ................... (805) 844-8708 .............................. knight1@rmi.net 
Social .................................... Phil Bartlett ........................... K6UJO ..................... (805) 499-6935 ................................... peb@peb.net 
Member at Large .................. Hugh Bosma ......................... AE6YC ..................... (805) 498-1987 .............................. hrbcrb@aol.com 
Member at Large .................. Charlie Pember ................... KG6CLT ................... (805) 495-6701 .......................... cpember@aol.com 

 

CVARC is recognized by the ARRL as a Special 
Service Club (SSC). To be a part of the ARRL’s 
Special Service Club program, the club must 
regularly show that it is actively involved in cer-
tain areas, including: 

 

·  New Ham Development and Training 
·  Public Relations 
·  Emergency Communications 
·  Technical Advancement 
·  Operating Activities 



 

 

Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club 
PO Box 2093 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91358-2093 
 
Address Correction Requested 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

– FIRST – CLASS – MAIL – 
 
 
 
 

 

CVARC Online 
For up-to-date information and back issues of newsletters, please visit the CVARC Web Site 
at http://www.cvarc.org. In addition to visiting the Web site, you may like to join the CVARC 
Yahoo Group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CVARCDiscussion/ 
 

 
 
The Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club is an ARRL affi-

liated Special Service Club. Meetings are held on the 
third Thursday of every month, except December. The 
meeting location is the Community Room at The East 
County Sheriff Station, 2101 E Olsen Road, Thousand 
Oaks. Meetings start at 7:30pm with a pre-meeting so-

cial and technical assistance session from 6:30 to 
7:30pm. Meetings are open to the public, and members 

are encouraged to bring their friends. 

 
 

“News from CVARC” is published monthly 
(on the Monday preceding the CVARC club meeting) 
by the Conejo Valley Amateur Radio Club, AA6CV 
PO Box 2093, Thousand Oaks, CA 91358-2093. 

It is mailed free of charge to all members. 
 

Opinions expressed in articles in this newsletter are 
those of the authors and do not necessarily represent 

the views of the club, its Board, or its members. 
 

 

CVARC Membership Rates 
Visitors are always welcome at our monthly meetings, and we do not pressure newcomers to join. If, however, you 
would like to support the club and its activities by becoming a member then we will be very pleased. 

The simplest way to join (or to renew) is to write us a check bearing your address, and give or send it to our Treasur-
er. Make the check payable to “CVARC” and please put your call sign and/or email address, if you have one, on the 
memo line of your check. Name, Call sign, or Address changes may be emailed to the Treasurer. 

Current annual rates are: Regular Membership: $25. Family Membership: $30. Special discounts are available for; 
New members just licensed: $10. Full-time Students: $10. Regular members renewing for multiple years: $20/year. 


